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INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 41st ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
October 11, 12, 13, 19382 
Evansville, Ind. 
Headquarters Hotel McCurdy 


Librarians of Indiana met for a three 
days’ conference in Evansville, October 11, 
12, 13. Registration numbered 187 which 
was probably influenced by the meeting of 
the Tax Boards on October 10. Through 
the courtesy of A. C. McClurg & Co., Chi- 
cago, and their representative, Miss Mildred 
Walker, programs for the conference were 
printed free of charge, which brought forth 
many kindly words of commendation. Ex- 
hibitors realized that book purchasing pow- 
er would be at zero during the present 
economic conditions, but out of the past 
and what they hoped for in the future they 
made the conference as attractive as ever 
with their displays.’ The following firms 
were represented: Indiana News, New 
Method Book Bindery, W.. K. Stewart Co., 
Laidlaw & Whitman, Macmillan, Gaylord, 
National Book Bindery, Hertzberg Bindery, 
C. V. Ritter and Demco Co. The registra- 
tion, information and treasurer’s desk and 
the exhibits were all arranged on the 
mezzanine floor. The efficient organization 
by Miss McCollough and her staff in charge 
of the arrangements for registration, round 
tables, tea, trip to New Harmony and the 
grand dollar dinner was constantly evi- 
denced. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday, October 11, at 10:30 A. M., the 
Executive Board met for session, all mem- 
bers present. Ethel G. Baker, president, 
presiding; James A. Howard, vice-presi- 
dent; Jane Kitchell, secretary; Lois Ringo, 
treasurer; Louis J. Bailey and Hazel B. 
Warren, State library. Business arrange- 
ments were discussed and members of the 
various committees selected, as follows: 


Nominating 
Frank H. Whitmore, East Chicago, chair- 
man. 


Annette L. Clark, New Albany. 
Evelyn Sickels, Indianapolis. 


Auditing 
Atta Henry, Indianapolis, chairman. 
Hazel Lett, Washington. 
Florence Allman, Hammond. 


Resolutions 
Julia Mason, Princeton, chairman. 
Mary Fishback, Indianapolis. 
Alice Van Zanten, Fort Wayne. 


A motion was made and carried to au- 
thorize Mr. Bailey to deposit funds as treas- 
urer of the Student Loan Fund. Amount 
in the Student Loan Fund $610.61. 

It seemed advisable for the treasurer of 
the Certification Board to be authorized to 
retain receipts for certificates and corre- 
spondence and thereafter turn them over 
to the treasurer of the Association annually. 
Motion made and carried. 

The report of the Riley Hospital com- 
mittee was read for endorsement by the 
Executive Board previous to the reading of 
the report at the General Business Session. 
A discussion followed and it was agreed to 
support the recommendation of the commit- 
tee: “That the Association appropriate a 
sum not to exceed $450.00 for the purchase 
of books for Riley Hospital, the amount to 
be taken from the Riley Hospital Fund.” 

Tax reduction was a subject of much 
concern, plans and legislative committees 
for the coming year were discussed some- 
what at length. A telegram was received 
from the Five State Regional Conference in 
session at Des Moines. The secretary was 
instructed to acknowledge the receipt of 
the telegram and return greetings from the 
Association. After a session of two and a 
half hours the meeting adjourned. 
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FIRST GENERAL SESSION 


Tuesday, October 11, 1932, 2:30 P. M. 
Rose Room, Hotel McCurdy. 


The conference was opened by Miss Ethel 
G. Baker, president of the Association. Miss 
Baker’s sincere and kindly greetings were 
followed by cordial words of welcome from 
Mayor Frank W. Griese. Miss Baker then 
presented Dr. Earl E. Harper, president of 
Evansville College, who said he “should al- 
ways like to think of the Public Library 
as a wonderful channel of blessing, that 
the Library creates a channel of blessing 
by which the books of the ages are chan- 
neled into the lives of the people,” the li- 
brary should be considered more in terms 
of what it actually does for the commun- 
ity and less in terms of taxes. Miss Ethel 
McCollough, librarian, gave the official wel- 
come on behalf of the library board and 
staff membership, disclosing their interest 
in our pléarure and benefit during the con- 
ference. 


CARL H. MILAM 


The first general session was devoted to 
a discussion of professional interests. The 
Association was most fortunate in being 
able to present Carl H. Milam, secretary of 
the American Library Association, who 
chose for his subject, “First Things First.” 
Mr. Milam gave a most stimulating por- 
trayal of present day precarious library 
conditions, the possible handicaps due to tax 
reductions, the great responsibility of the 
library to join other cultural agencies in 
helping the world regain a respect for ideals 
as against a respect only for things which 
can be measured in terms of dollars. “There 
has never been a time when the function 
of the library is so clear as now.” A coali- 
tion of the friends of cultural agencies could 
make over America’s social philosophy, Mr. 
Milam stated. The following survey of sta- 
tistical information revealing a phenomenal 
increase in library circulation and borrow- 
ers was most informative: “The 1931 re- 
ports from public libraries in forty-four 
cities of 200,000 population and over show 


that more than a million new borrowers 
have been added to their lists in two years 
and that the annual circulation jumped 
from 130,510,663 in 1929 to 157,317,833 in 
1931. About one-half of the people in the 
United States, who have local public library 
service, live in those cities. If similar gains 
have been made in smaller cities and towns 
and in county libraries—as the untabulated 
reports appear to indicate—then more than 
two million new library borrowers were 
added to library lists between 1929 and 
1931, and the circulation of library books in 
1931 was more than fifty million in excess 
of that of 1929. 

“The reading rooms of many libraries 
have been crowded as never before. One 
library found it necessary last winter to 
establish a time limit in its reading rooms 
and to ask the readers who had enjoyed 
the luxury of a chair for an hour to give 
place to another. Scores of reading rooms 
have at times needed a ‘standing room only’ 
sign.” 

HAROLD F. BRIGHAM 

Mr. Milam was followed by Harold F. 
Brigham, librarian, Louisville, Ky., who 
gave A Librarian’s Credo in Times of Eco- 
nomic Stress. A well organized, convincing 
summary left no doubt as to the high pur- 
pose of the library profession and its new 
opportunities for service. “Today there is 
a shifting of the emphasis from extension 
to improvement in service.” Mr. Brigham 
expressed the confidence that libraries and 
librarians will meet the issue and continue 
even in the face of great difficulties. 


A LIBRARIAN’S CREDO IN TIMES OF ECONOMIC 
STRESS 

“I believe in books and libraries with a 
new conviction that is born of these times, 
when on every hand we see an unprece- 
dented increase in the use of libraries de- 
spite drastic curtailment of their resources. 

“I believe libraries are absolutely neces- 
sary to the maintenance and sustenance of 
social progress. 

“TI believe libraries are an educational ne- 
cessity and, therefore, the inalienable right 
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of every American citizen, both young and 
old, in school and out. 

“I believe libraries are an essential and 
indispensable contribution of government to 
the general public welfare. 

“I believe libraries have won first rank 
as essential agencies of relief and rehabili- 
tation in a time of economic and social dis- 
aster. 

“For these reasons I am proud of my 
profession, its high purposes and its new 
opportunities for service, but proud espe- 
cially of its new achievements in the face 
of almost insuperable handicaps. 

“TI declare these my convictions without 
hesitation or constraint in the hope that 
they may bring some reassurance to fellow 
workers oppressed with doubt and discour- 
agement, and in the hope that those in 
public authority may not unknowingly sac- 
rifice library service to unjust and unwise 
expediency with resulting permanent in- 
jury to this surviving symbol and bulwark 
of American Idealism.” 


A discussion of the A. L. A. Retirement 
Fund was led by Mr. Brigham, chairman 
of the A. L. A. Committee on Annuities and 
Pensions. The plan seemed to be most sat- 
isfactory. “The benefits will be substantial- 
ly larger for the same contribution than 
could be obtained under an individual an- 
nuity policy on the same basis.” Suggested 
contribution of the employee is five per cent 
of his salary and of the employer, four per 
cent of employee’s salary. 

Following the first general session the 
Association was entertained at a beautifully 
appointed tea and a tour of the new Central 
library building through the courtesy of the 
Evansville Library Trustees and Staff. 


SECOND GENERAL SESSION 
Rose Room, October 11, 1932, 8 P. M. 


The second general session was presided 
over by James A. Howard, vice-president of 
the Association. Mr. Howard presented 
William J. Hamilton, who paid the follow- 
ing tribute to the memory of Mrs. Eliza- 


beth Claypool Earl, whose death occurred 
December 8, 1932. 


ELIZABETH CLAYPOOL EARL 


“Elizabeth Claypool Earl should not be 
permitted to become a mere name to the 
newer and younger members of the Indiana 
Library Association. True, Mrs. Earl was 
not one of the pioneers in the Association 
as were Miss Ahern and Mr. Faurot, but 
for more than thirty years she played a 
vital part in its activities and in every 
movement which affected libraries through- 
out our state. 

“One of the original members of the 
Public Library Commission as established 
in 1899 and its president for a dozen years, 
she gave unstintedly for 33 years in time, 
energy and means toward the strengthen- 
ing of the library as an institution and the 
library spirit in the communities of Indiana. 
Especially was she eager that the library 
gospel and opportunities reach the resident 
in smaller places and rural districts. Li- 
brary extension to her was a vital phrase 
and a vital phase. 

“Her personal charm, her grace and ease 
of manner, her quiet humor gave her at 
once a great influence in the early days 
with community leaders as well as with 
the librarians who never ceased to regard 
her with a personal affection as well as with 
deep respect and appreciation. 

“Indiana will seldom know a more devot- 
ed, unselfish, high principled public servant, 
and Indiana librarians realize that with her 
passing they have lost a loyal, sympathetic, 
appreciative friend.” 

The guest speaker of the evening was 
Lew Sarett, woodsman poet, university pro- 
fessor and lecturer. This was one of the 
happiest occasions, one of the bright spots 
of the conference. For two hours his unique 
program of poetry, humor and art of im- 
personation intently held his audience. His 
inspiration from the great outdoors made 
one realize no depression can take away 
the loveliness of life, the beauty of nature. 
His poetry is lyrical, narrative, musical, 
nature lyrics, love lyrics, character sketches 
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of wild animals and primitive back woods 
folks, French Canadians, Indians and rang- 
ers. We still seem to hear: 


“Hollyhocks! : Hollyhocks! What should I 
do 
Without the morale of a troop like you! 


Hollyhocks! Hollyhocks! Stiff as starch! 
Fix your bayonets! Forward! March!” 


“Once you have met Lew Sarret, really 
met him and seen into his heart, you cannot 
forget it. It is a momentous experience.” 


Wednesday Morning, October Twelfth 


DEMONSTRATION ROUND TABLES, NEW 
CENTRAL LIBRARY BUILDING 


In view of the fact that Evansville’s new 
library is the last word in library building 
and equipment, the entire system served as 
a case study, the heads of departments serv- 
ing as demonstrators at the various round 
tables which included College and Univer- 
sity Libraries, Reference and Business De- 
partment, County Library, School Libraries 
and Work with Children, Cataloging, Lend- 
ing, Work with Intermediates and Hospital. 


COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ROUND TABLE 


The college and University section of the 
I.L. A. met Wednesday morning, October 
12, at Evansville College. Miss Marjorie 
Porter was chairman. In the absence of 
Miss Hawkes, Miss Olive Duffy of St. 
Mary’s College was appointed secretary. 

Miss Mabel Dillingham read William M. 
Hepburn’s paper on College and University 
budgets. Mr. Hepburn spoke very convinc- 
ingly of the different funds of a budget 
and of the necessity of watching each very 
closely. The matter of apportionment be- 
tween departments and the librarian was 
gone into thoroughly. 

Joseph B. Rounds of Earlham gave an in- 
teresting discussion of the use of the Shaw 
list as a buying and checking list for the 
small college, saying that while it should 


not be used blindly, if used cautiously and 
with intelligence it made an excellent meas- 
uring stick. 

Miss Estella Wolf, reference librarian of 
Indiana University library, spoke of the 
various types of reference work done there; 
the obvious, mechanically answered sort, 
the research work done with students, and 
the aid given to other institutions and to 
people outside the state. 

Father Placidus S. Kempf of the Abbey 
library at St. Meinrad’s gave a history of 
libraries in the Benedictine Order, quoting 
excerpts from the rules of St. Benedict in 
regard to the reading of the monks, which 
enjoined them to spend three or four days 
in reading and required them to be read to 
during meals. 

Miss Duffy told how the library at St. 
Mary’s College is being cataloged, giving 
the condition when entered, the type of as- 
sistants used, and methods of procedure. 

Mrs. Vera S. Cooper of DePauw Univer- 
sity spoke on Minimum college standards 
for libraries, saying that the North Central 
minimum was inadequate, and that Mr. 
Bishop’s standard was much more useful. 

Father Kempf then spoke of the estab- 
lishment of the Catholic Library Associa- 
tion, and showed copies of the Catholic Li- 
brary World. 


OttiveE Durry, Secretary. 
COUNTY LIBRARIES ROUND TABLE 


Vanderburgh County Room, Central 
Library Building 


Mrs. Bernice D. Holland, Vanderburgh 
County librarian, conducted the session of 
the County Libraries Round Table. Fifteen 
people were present. Mrs. Holland wel- 
comed the guests to the county room and 
briefly explained the work done in the Van- 
derburgh County library. 

Miss Amy Johnson of the Switzerland 
County library of Vevay, Ind., spoke on the 
subject of Fostering of Imagination of the 
Country Child. The Switzerland County li- 
brary serves forty-five school rooms in the 
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county. Story telling, the acting of plays, 
the reading of poetry, and soap carving 
were mentioned by Miss Johnson as means 
of stimulating the imagination of the coun- 
try child. The stories which were used 
with particular success were: The Adven- 
tures of Pinocchio, Epaminondas, The 
Latchstring, from the book Through the 
Gateway, the bird stories found in Curry’s 
Children’s Literature. The poems most ef- 
fectively used were those by Robert Louis 
Stevenson, James Whitcomb Riley and Ed- 
gar Guest. Miss Johnson advised that all 
the entertaining should not be done by the 
librarian, but that the children often enjoy 
showing their accomplishments in music, 
art and story telling to the librarian. 

What is the county library worth to the 
farmer, was discussed by Mrs. Gertrude R. 
Kerr of the Vanderburgh County library. 
Mrs. Kerr gave a list of books which she 
has found especially useful and popular 
with the farmers during her work in the 
county library. The discussion dealt al- 
most entirely with the personal work done 
while circulating books from house to 
house, which is one of the important fea- 
tures of the Vanderburgh County work. 

Miss Lois Henze of the Bloomington-Mon- 
roe County library spoke on the subject of 
Favorites from the book truck. Miss Henze 
told how the reading interest of the county 
people is gradually being raised. She men- 
tioned as some of the men’s favorite au- 
thors Rolvaag, Aldrich and Willsie. These 
authors she recommended to be substituted 
gradually for the popular western stories 
which are always in demand. Jalna, the 
Good Earth, Seventeen and other Tarking- 
ton books and books by Wodehouse are es- 
pecially popular with the women. Among 
the nonfiction favorites Miss Henze men- 
tioned religious books by E. Stanley Jones 
and Bruce Barton, cook books, books of 
home repairs, Lincoln biographies and trav- 
el stories by Franck, Halliburton, Lindbergh 
and Byrd. 

Mrs. Noble Wilson, county board member 
of the Vanderburgh County library, gave 
a very interesting talk on her experience in 


budget-making. Mrs. Wilson compared the 
simplicity of making budgets some years 
ago, when tax incomes were dependable, 
with the difficulty of making budgets today, 
when tax returns are uncertain. Formerly 
the main items to keep in mind in making 
a budget were salaries, with an occasional 
discussion of increases, rent or upkeep on a 
library building, new equipment or repair 
of old equipment, and new books. Mrs. Wil- 
son then explained in detail the routine 
through which a budget is sent before it can 
be accepted as a working budget. In con- 
conclusion Mrs. Wilson told of the fate of 
a carefully planned budget which was pre- 
sented to the local Vanderburgh tax board 
and humorously ended by saying that all 
her advice on budget-making should be dis- 
regarded as the tax board would revise the 
budget beyond recognition in spite of all 
honest efforts. 

GERTRUDE R. Kerr, Secretary. 


LENDING DEPARTMENT AND WORK WITH 
INTERMEDIATES ROUND TABLE 


The Lending Department and Work with 
Intermediates Round Table was held at 
10:30 Wednesday morning in one of the 
large meeting rooms of the public library. 
Miss Hazel Burk of the Evansville library 
presided. 

Miss Frances Grim, South Bend, was the 
first speaker on the program. Her subject 
was, The challenge offered the circulation 
department by a decreased book budget. 
She said that in these hard times literature 
was playing a very important part; that 
the general public was reading more than 
ever now, and that since most library bud- 
gets had been cut considerably the challenge 
offered to the library to provide for the 
needs and desires of all types of readers 
was a great one. She suggested helps for 
taking up this challenge, such as: offering 
courses of study; new lists of books; re- 
newing and freshening of old books; posters” 
and displays encouraging new readers; and 
advertising the many advantages a library 
can offer. Finally the attitude of the staff 
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should be a cheerful one, for an unhappy 
and discouraged assistant very often can 
make the patron feel ill at ease and keep 
him away from the library. 

The second paper was given by Miss 
Miriam Netter, Warsaw, on Short cuts in 
circulation routines. The main point of 
her talk was that a well carried out system 
is the shortest way around in a circulation 
routine. She said that all assistants should 
know all routine rules, but they should not 
be too hampered by details which interfere 
with personal service to the patron. Then 
she gave a description of the circulation 
routine of the Warsaw library, emphasizing 
short cuts used in that system for the best, 
efficient service. 

This paper was followed by much discus- 
sion by members of the group, and plans in 
use in other libraries were described and 
suggested. 

Miss Amanda Browning of the East Side 
Branch of. the Evansville public library next 
gave a tal’ on Introducing books to read- 
ers. Her library, which is located in the 
best residence part of Evansville, is used a 
great deal by professional people and club 
members. She has interested her patrons 
in using the library by noting their occu- 
pations and hobbies and supplying them 
with books on these various subjects. She 
has lists of books and reference material to 
take care of her adult patrons, high school 
students and juveniles. She has displays on 
subjects to be discussed at lectures in the 
community, thus linking the library with 
other outside activities. 

There was also discussion following this 
talk, and other ways and means of intro- 
ducing the library to the public were of- 
fered. 

The library and the intermediate’s stand- 
ards in reading was the last paper on the 
program, given by Miss Helen M. Clark of 
the State library. She spoke of the inter- 
mediates as being the most important pa- 
trons of the library, for in a very short 
time they will become the adults. What is 
read in the teens has an important bearing 
on future reading. Consequently, books 


should be vital as to their contents. Work- 
ing with the schools, through the teachers 
and through school clubs with their directed 
reading, is one way for the libraries to lead 
the younger readers to good books. Such 
advice and aid was also suggested for those 
intermediates just beyond high school age 
who might, if not encouraged to use it, for- 
get about the library entirely. 

At the close of the program the librarian 
in charge of the Charles Dickens room in 
the Evansville library gave a brief descrip- 
tion of the new room and its collections 
and how it was used by the young people. 
Miss Funkhouser of the circulation depart- 
ment discussed the methods of charging and 
discharging and the system of registration 
used in the Evansville library. 

ESTHER THORNTON, Secretary. 


REFERENCE AND BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 
ROUND TABLE 


The Reference and Business Department 
Round Table was opened at 9:00 o’clock 
Wednesday morning in the reference de- 
partment of the Central Public library with 
an attendance of thirty-eight. The chair- 
man, Miss Mary Fretageot, head of the 
reference department, extended a warm 
welcome, followed by an explanation of the 
arrangement of the books and material to 
be found in it. 

Indexes useful in reference work was the 
subject discussed by Miss Annie Sue Mont- 
gomery, Evansville. She stressed the use 
of Granger’s Index to poetry and the Sup- 
plement, and Sear’s Song Index, which is 
often useful in finding poems that have 
been set to music. The indexes to plays, 
Firkin’s Index to plays, 1800-1926 and 
Logasa and Ver Nooy’s An index to one-act 
plays are supplemented in Evansville with 
a drama index made on 8x5 cards, index- 
ing by author, title and subject a file of 
pamphlet plays. The art indexes, which 
have proved inadequate, are supplemented 
with a card index arranged by title to the 
paintings which are filed by artist in the 
picture file. The announcement in the 
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A. L.A. Bulletin of plans for preparing a 
supplement to the Portrait index and a new 
index to illustrations is of interest to the 
reference librarian. Other valuable indexes 
are Firkin’s and Hannigan’s Index to short 
stories, the Eastman Index to fairy tales, 
and the four temporary volumes of the Es- 
say and General literature index. 

Following this talk the subject of Pub- 
licity for the business department was 
opened for discussion. Miss Fretageot out- 
lined Evansville’s methods of publicity, 
which include displays in the reference and 
Dickens rooms, lists of business magazines 
classified by subject and many bibliogra- 
phies. South Bend placed large cards list- 
ing reference books in street cars and also 
mailed postal cards of new books to business 
men as well as notices of magazine articles. 
Indianapolis publicity is taken care of by 
book lists and cards and by an outside bul- 
letin board which is changed weekly. 

Miss Mary Welborn of South Bend spoke 
on The care and use of maps. She sug- 
gested that the ideal way to care for maps 
would be to set aside a room called the 
“Map Room,” where floor space would not 
be a problem. She mentioned as some of 
the most valuable state and local material 
the Soil surveys of counties, published by 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Bu- 
reau of Soils; A fire plat map of South 
Bend, published by the Sanborn Pherris 
Map Company in 1898, which is seldom 
found ‘in public libraries because of its great 
expense; The picture map of Indiana state- 
hood, published by Franklin M. Watts of 
Indianapolis, which is amusing and inform- 
ative; Bowen’s State atlas of 1917, which 
gives the early history of Indiana and land 
surveys; St. Joseph County Atlas and Plat 
Book, of particular value to South Bend; 
Hevenor’s Handy Book of Loose Leaf County 
Maps, which can be procured for any county 
in United States; Points of Interest in In- 
diana, published by the State Conservation 


Department, as well as drainage maps,. 


which can be secured free or at a nominal 
cost. A George Washington Atlas, pub- 
lished by the George Washington Bicenten- 


nial Commission, and a map of the Chicago 
World’s Fair of 1893 are of timely inter- 
est. A suggestion for the care of maps was 
the method used by a South Bend office. 
Heavy linen cloth is used covering both 
sides of the map; this is kept firm with 
the aid of clamps. In the Local History 
and Public Document department some of 
the maps are kept in the original shipping 
cases, some in pamphlet boxes, others in 
drawers and in map cases. Pamphlets, at- 
lases and plat books are cataloged and 
shelved as books. | 

Religious work of a reference department 
was discussed by Miss Julia Mason, Prince- 
ton. Miss Mason spoke of the books that 
she had found particularly useful, such as 
Helen Hunt Jackson’s Century of Dishonor 
and Rabbi Silver’s Religion in a Changing 
World; the latter is especially useful for 
Sunday School lesson material. She sug- 
gested George Adam Smith’s Atlas of the 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land, re- 
vised edition, and Glenn Atkins’ Procession 
of the Gods as useful additions to the refer- 
ence department. The questions were 
brought up as to what books were most 
useful in dealing with the alcoholic ques- 
tion and where to find religious quotations 
by subject. 

In the discussion which followed Miss 
Fretageot spoke of the reserve shelf of re- 
ligious books and of the Jewish and Luther- 
an collections of the Evansville library. 

MILDRED RETTIG, Secretary. 


CATALOGERS’ ROUND TABLE 


Forty-eight interested catalogers met on 
Wednesday morning, October 12, at 10:30 
o’clock in the Catalog department of the 
Central library. A gracious welcome was 
extended by the chairman, Miss Grace 
Walker, head of the Evansville Catalog de- 
partment, after which she introduced the 
first speaker. 

Miss Grace W. Cotts, head cataloger at 
East Chicago, spoke on The fun (?) of 
filing. She began her talk by saying that 
the apparently simple task of alphabeting 
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accounts for the question mark after fun 
in The fun (?) of filing. She stated that 
many patrons do not know their a-b-c’s, es- 
pecially now that reading is being taught 
in our public schools by the word method. 
The filing methods used in libraries are so 
intricate that patrons would rather ask at 
the desk than attempt to find a title or sub- 
ject in the catalog. She explained that it 
is difficult for a cataloger to make her cata- 
log simple enough for the average person 
to understand because of the great variety 
of entries and the lack of a universal code 
of rules for all libraries to follow. Miss 
Cotts then listed some of the best known 
rules for filing, bringing out briefly some 
of the main differences found in these rules, 
as related to such headings as: (1) The 
Bible, (2) History, (3) Author entries, (4) 
Place names (country, state, city), (5) Edi- 
tions. She stressed the need for the stand- 
ardization of rules for alphabeting, suggest- 
ing that a group of experts be appointed 
by the A,&. A. to bring out one standard- 
ization code. This would, of course, involve 
much time and expense, but she felt that 
it would be well worth the effort and would 
remove the question mark after fun in The 
fun (?) of filing. 

Questions brought out the following 
facts: that the method used at East Chi- 
cago for the filing of editions places the 
earliest edition first, regardless of alpha- 
betical arrangement of subtitles; that In- 
dianapolis files entries beginning with the 
same word in the following order: person, 
subject, and title when used as main entry, 
and that Evansville leaves the revision of 
Branch filing for the most part to the 
Branch librarian. 

The cataloging of Indiana material was 
treated by Miss Nellie M. Coats, chief of 
catalog division of the State library, whose 
subject was The cataloging of Indiana ma- 
terial: serials and separates, and by Miss 
Elizabeth Carpenter, also of the Catalog 
division of the State library, with the sub- 
ject The cataloging of Indiana pamphlets. 
Miss Coats stated that first of all the State 
library makes every effort to secure all 


state publications, which is not always an 
easy job. Next of importance is to estab- 
lish the authority for the entry of each 
document, made difficult by “the rapidity 
with which institutions and bureaus pass 
out of existence entirely . . . or worse, from 
a cataloger’s point of view, merge with some 
other organization or change name through 
what appears to be sheer perversity.” She 
then explained the reason for the changing 
of some of these names. The reform schools 
for girls and for boys, the School for feeble- 
minded youth, and hospitals for the insane 
have all been given names less suggestive 
than their former ones. She gave the Indi- 
ana year book as the most readily available 
source for forms of corporate entries for 
state bodies. She suggested watching the 
Indianapolis News for laws passed by the 
General Assembly, giving official changes of 
title. It is the ambition of the Catalog 
division of the State library to publish a 
history of all such changes, giving the legal 
citations authorizing them somewhat after 
the fashion of the Rhode Island Check list 
of state documents, which lists the time of 
issuance, with references to newer names. 
Miss Coats had a copy of this list in hand 
and exhibited it to those present. The third 
point brought out by Miss Coats was Me- 
chanical equipment and methods of keeping 
serial records. She advocated the use of a 
visible file with 5x8 cards, lined horizontally 
rather than vertically, cards large enough 
to contain more information than is possible 
on the usual 3x5 serial record card, refer- 
ring from all other cards to this serial cata- 
log for volumes in library. 

Miss Carpenter explained that Indiana 
pamphlets are source material kept in a 
permanent file rather than in one that is 
weeded out when considered out of date. 
She stressed the fact that they should be 
carefully preserved, for if once lost are al- 
most impossible to replace. They are cata- 
loged as fully as Indiana books, with a few 
exceptions. The most marked exception is 
that all pamphlets are not Cuttered. The 
call number is prefixed by the letter I in 
red, signifying Indiana, and the small let- 








ter p in red, signifying pamphlet; if over- 
sized, a capital Q in red is added. The pam- 
phlets are then placed in manila Columbia 
clasp envelopes and filed in a vertical file. 

A general discussion on Indiana state 
publications followed. 

Miss Ruth Wallace, head of Catalog de- 
partment at Indianapolis, then gave a de- 
tailed talk on Subject headings and cross- 
references, announcing that it was to be a 
general discussion on subject headings and 
cross-references for adult catalogs with a 
brief mention of subject headings for juve- 
nile catalogs. She spoke of how confusing 
it is to use headings from two lists, remind- 
ing us that the L.C. subject headings are 
most suitable for a large library. She said 
that the lack of “see” and “see also” refer 
from cross-references in the L.C. list is a 
serious one; that the proper time to select 
these references is when headings are being 
assigned to a particular book, making only 
important references which refer to the 
book in hand. She felt that the L. C. pam- 
phlets giving subdivisions are necessary 
tools. It is unwise to try to assign a sub- 
ject heading from memory without looking 
it up in the list adopted by the library. She 
explained the forms of headings given on 
the L. C. cards when brackets or curves are 
used in the headings. She advised assign- 
ing the subject headings at the time the 
book is classified, thus saving time and as- 
suring greater uniformity. Miss Wallace 
then explained fully the system used at In- 
dianapolis for keeping subject heading and 
cross-reference records. In closing she in- 
formed us that a new work called “Subject 
headings for juvenile catalogs in public, 
elementary and junior high school libra- 
ries,” by Elva S. Smith of Pittsburgh, is 
on the press and will be out about January, 
1933. This will be an excellent aid in the 
cataloging of juvenile books. 

A demonstration of some methods used 
by the Catalog department of the Evans- 
ville library then followed. 

Miss Anne Page explained the shelf-list, 
bringing out the fact that there is no union 
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shelf-list, but a separate arrangement for 
each agency or branch. 

Mrs. Mabel Lewis explained the use of 
the multigraph, how it saves much time, 
not only in the making of cards but also in 
the revision. 

Miss Marcia Wheeler told about the Sub- 
ject heading and cross-reference file, which 
is a card record of all headings used, and 
includes “see” and “see also,” refer to and 
refer from references. 

Mrs. Alice Lytle explained the Authority 
file and the Official catalog. This file saves 
much time when a cataloger wishes to know 
what headings have been assigned or de- 
sires other information regarding the cata- 
loging of a particular book. 

Miss Wanda Miller mentioned the items 
included in the statistical sheets, emphasiz- 
ing the importance of certain records such 
as cards made, books cataloged, etc., and 
exhibited a copy of the various sheets and 
reports. 

Mrs. ALICE LYTLE, Secretary. 


Wednesday Afternoon, October 12, 
New Harmony 


Wednesday afternoon was given over to 
a trip to New Harmony, some twenty miles 
away, a historic shrine, old but ever new, 
which bears the distinction of being a cradle 
of science, culture and education of the 
Middle West. It was an inspiration to 
stand again beneath the historic edifices, to 
realize anew the culture of the past, the 
unselfish service in advancing universal 
education, to renew acquaintance with those 
of yesterday who promoted movements 
toward the betterment of life. This part of 
the conference was in charge of Mary 
Fretageot, Wanda Miller and Elsie Strass- 
weg. 


THIRD GENERAL SESSION 
ROSE ROOM, 7:30 P. M. 


The Grand Dollar Dinner program, novel 
in arrangement, in the form of book re- 
views, was the event of Wednesday evening. 
Mrs. Wm. S. Ehrich of the Library Board 
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presided. Mrs. Sara L. Denton reviewed 
library development of early days, when the 
great handicap was lack of interest, under 
the title of Storm Jameson’s That Was Yes- 
terday. Aubrey Boyd, Smoky Pass, the eco- 
nomic conditions of today, the troublous 
times all libraries are passing through, was 
reviewed by Mrs. John L. Sanders. Dr. H. 
F. Legg had as his title “Clairvoyant” 
Ernest Lothar, and as all true clairvoyants, 
peering into the far distant future, found 
some good fortune in store for us. Con- 
cluding the program Mrs. Albion Fellows 
Bacon, well known clubwoman and author, 
paid a most gracious tribute to librarians, 
using as her title And Now Good-bye, James 
Hitton. Mrs. Bacon’s contribution was 
most delightful: “As I run my eye along 
these rows of human volumes, I am struck 
first by your lovely covers.” “Some of your 
contents are written on your faces, but I 
know your colorful bindings enclose many 
unguessed: romances, some tragedies, some 
epics.” “Hoéw tempting you look. I wish I 
might read you all, but I realize that on this 
occasion my function is merely that of a 
Book-End.” “Only by believing that the 
best is yet to be, only by remembering our 
past years have been full of unexpected 
blessings and our future surely will be that 
if we still work and hope, we must work 
out some fulfillment of our dreams.” “And 
now, good-bye.” 

The music was furnished by the Capella 
Choir of Central High School under the di- 
rection of Miss Lois T. Hadley. 


FOURTH GENERAL SESSION 


The fourth and last general session of 
the I. L.A. opened Thursday morning. A 
short business session preceded the guest 
speakers. Committee reports were called 
for and were made by the secretary, treas- 
urer, auditing committee, Riley Hospital 
committee, certification committee, student 
loan fund committee, membership commit- 
tee, and the special committee appointed by 
the executive board to consider the book 
binding produced at the Michigan City pris- 


on and to make recommendations thereupon. 
A contributing membership to the A.L. A. 
was continued. 

At the close of the business session Miss 
Baker presented two very delightful speak- 
ers: the first, Miss Julia F. Carter, super- 
visor of children’s work, Cincinnati public 
library, chose for her subject Children’s 
Work and Children’s Books. Her theme, 
“The Wealth of Old Lamps,” the magic of old 
books, emphasized “the opportunity in these 
days of restricted budgets when appropria- 
tions have shrunk and shrunk and then en- 
tirely disappeared from view to seek out 
the old lamps which perhaps have been 
pushed aside for the glitter of the modern 
book jacket. Peddlers with gay new books 
are getting us to exchange old lamps for 
new, a danger of selling brass instead of 
gold. If we will but turn our eyes from 
the gaudy covers of the new and brighten 
up the old lamps which have become dull, 
perhaps forgotten on the children’s shelves, 


- we shall fill our own souls as well as those 


of the children with joy.” Old friends men- 
tioned which need just a little polish are 
Stockton, Carryl, Burnett, Dodge, Kipling, 
French, Seawell, Branden Matthews; old 
treasures, Lance of Kanana, Peterkin Pa- 
pers, Poor Count’s Christmas, Little Minis- 
ter, Casting Away of Mrs. Lecks and Mrs. 
Aleshine, Four Feathers, Betty Leicester, 
Story of Roland; old treasures lost sight of 
but come now before our eyes. Miss Cart- 
er’s enthusiasm portrayed her great love of 
children’s work and children’s books. 

The second speaker, Miss Mary K. Reely 
of the Wisconsin Library Commission, 
whose subject, Fiction and nonfiction, 1931- 
32, to be discussed rather than recom- 
mended proved to be a most informative 
discourse. Her list was a carefully worked- 
out one, grouped under the headings of 
“American Backgrounds,” “European 
Scenes and Problems,” “Facing the Depres- 
sion” and “Aids in Everyday Living” and 
helpful comment made upon each title. 
She opened her discussion with And Life 
Goes On (Vicki Baum) and. Miss Reely 
added despite the depression. Some titles 
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included were: Inheritance, Bentley; Good 
Earth, Buck; Shadows on the Rock, Cather; 
All Passion Spent, Sackville-West; Proud 
House, Esty; Fortnight in September, Sher- 
iff; Faraway, Priestly; Epic of America, 
Adams; Only Yesterday, Allen; Beveridge 
and Progressive Era, Bowers; Mark 
Twain’s America, DeVoto; Challenge of 
Russia, Eddy; Red Bread, Hindus; A Prin- 
cess in Exile, Marie Granduchess; America 
Faces the Future, Beard; A New Deal, 
Chase; Road to Revival, James; Paradox of 
Plenty, Leech; What Life Should Mean to 
You, Adler; What We Live by, Dimnet; 
How to Be a Clubwoman, LeCron; A For- 
tune to Share, Young. Miss Reely spoke 
with authority. Her high sense of values is 
most helpful in the work of book selection. 
At the close of this general session the 
Evansville conference was adjourned. 

JANE KITCHELL, Secretary. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


The Nominating Committee, to which was 
referred the matter of suggesting names 
for officers in the Indiana Library Associa- 
tion for the year of 1932-33, begs leave to 
submit the following: 

For president, James A. Howard, public 
library, Hammond. 

For vice-president, Florence L. Jones, 
public library, Indianapolis. 

For secretary, Miriam Netter, public li- 
brary, Warsaw. 

For treasurer, Gladys Walker, public li- 
brary, Columbus. 

For member of the Loan Fund Commit- 
tee for three years, Ruth A. Bean, public 
library, Evansville. 

For Indiana Library Association repre- 
sentative at the council meetings of the 
American Library Association, Ethel G. 
Baker, public library, South Bend. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
Frank H. Whitmore. 
Annette L. Clark. 
Evelyn Sickles. 


The report was adopted, thus electing the 
above officers. 


REPORT OF CERTIFICATION BOARD 


Last year the I.L.A. gave the Certifi- 
cation Board power to change the scheme 
of certification adopted at the meeting if 
they deemed it necessary. After numerous 
conferences and after Mr. Bailey and Miss 
Warren had met with representatives from 
other states at the midyear meeting in Chi- 
cago last winter, the board decided that in 
order to meet our problems and to have 
our standards as high as those of other 
states we should have two schemes of cer- 
tification. One should be for educational 
qualifications and one for experience. 

The board realized that this scheme was 
not ideal and that in some cases it would 
do an injustice. But since our board had 
no legal right to judge the success of the 
work of any librarian we must judge them 
by some tangible measuring stick. 

Our two certification schemes were print- 
ed in the July-September number of the 
Library Occurrent. 

The following number of certificates have 
been issued: 

Educational Requirements 
50 first grade 
94 second grade 

147 third grade 
189 fourth grade 
480 
Experience 
1 first grade 
6 second grade 
24 third grade 
81 fourth grade 


112 


Respectfully submitted, 
BEeRTHA ASHBY, Chairman. 


RILEY HOSPITAL COMMITTEE 


The Riley Hospital Committee has a re- 
port to submit this year to the Association, 
which we hope will prove interesting to each 
and every member. 

Several years ago money was collected 
from the librarians and library trustees of 
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the state to the amount of $3,802.95, this 
money creating a fund which was to be used 
for a library in Riley Hospital. In 1930, 
with the building of the Rotary Convales- 
cent Wing, a room was set aside for the li- 
brary. Book service had been given to the 
wards for some time previous to this by 
Miss Bradford of the Indianapolis Public 
library staff, books and temporary equip- 
ment having been supplied largely through 
donations. With the permanent library 
room being set aside in the Rotary wing it 
seemed to be the time for the Indiana Li- 
brary Association to make use of the fund 
which had been collected for this purpose. 
A committee was appointed to meet with the 
hospital authorities, Miss Bradford and Mr. 
Dickerson. The hospital was then planning 
a campaign throughout the state for books, 
and money for books for the new library 
room, these donations to come from the Ro- 
tarians of Indiana. Since at that time the 
book end seemed to be taken care of, our 
Association was asked to equip the room 
with furniture. Our Riley Hospital Com- 
mittee reported this to the State Associa- 
tion last fall and the Association passed 
our recommendation—that part of our fund 
be spent for furniture. 

In our report for this year we wish to 
state that this has been done. Yawman & 
Erbe equipment was purchased in dark- 
quartered oak. There are two tables, eight 
straight and eight Windsor chairs, a sloping 
top table and bench, a catalog, typewriter 
and a librarian’s desk, the latter being so 
unusually well equipped that Miss Brad- 
ford says she “longs to have a chance to 
use it.” The shelving has a bulletin board 
frieze running completely around the top 
and there is also a large space devoted to 
a bulletin board. The entire room is most 
attractive and one of which the Indiana Li- 
brary Association may feel very proud. The 
amount spent was $982.80 and the equip- 
ment is sufficient for years tocome. But as 
yet the room has no books! The hospital’s 
drive did not materialize last fall and Miss 
Bradford has been attempting for the last 
year to supply both the wards and the new 


convalescent wing with books from the orig- 
inal ward collection, and she has found it 
almost impossible. The situation seems 
somewhat tragic—a beautifully furnished 
room with no book equipment of its own— 
no permanent collection. 

The hospital authorities, realizing the 
acute need of books, is this fall staging a 
book drive. This drive is on now through- 
out the state and in Indianapolis, an appeal 
being made for used books and for money 
for books, both of which are to be turned 
over to Miss Bradford, the books to be used 
or discarded and the money to be spent to 
supplement the gifts sent in. While books 
are coming in it is still too early to report 
much on the desirability of the titles fur- 
nished. 

This committee also reported last year 
that the remainder of our fund, after the 
equipment was paid for, was to be placed 
to our cerdit on the hospital books and to 
bear interest at 5%, this interest to be used 
for library purposes. The committee have 
recommended to the executive secretary of 
Riley Hospital that this interest be credited 
to the hospital librarian the first of August 
of each year, to be used for library purposes 
at her discretion. ($126.12 payable Decem- 
ber 31st.). 

However, even though there is a cam- 
paign on for used books, even though the 
library has this annual interest to spend on 
books, still the committee feel that the hos- 
pital library will probably not be equipped 
with the books that the librarians of the 
state wish to see on the shelves there un- 
less our Association take some action to see 
that the book end is well taken care of. We 
have furnished the room and we may be 
very proud of that. 

Is it not well now that we consider the 
book collection so that we may feel just as 
proud of it? Surely there should be no as- 
sociation or group of people in the state 
more interested in supplying Riley Hospi- 
tal with books than the librarians of Indi- 
ana. As one of our Riley Hospital Com- 
mittee has said, “to stand behind our library 
desks at home and serve the public is an 
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opportunity, but to be the means of making 
life more bearable by means of books at 
Riley is a privilege.” 

The Association has at present a Riley 
Hospital fund of $2,820.15. There are a 
few minor articles of equipment not yet 
placed in the room, which will probably not 
run over $100.00. We feel we should not 
draw too heavily on our original fund, but 
should keep it somewhat intact so that there 
may be the interest to use each year and 
also that it may be a nucleus to encourage 
subsequent additions, and we believe, as li- 
braries return to normal conditions, there 
should be additions to this fund, either from 
the Association or from individuals, as 
surely our Association could have no more 
worthy project than the Riley Hospital li- 
brary, and having furnished the equipment 
it would seem we might now well look for- 
ward to the book end, hoping that in the 
years ahead we may find it possible for our 
Association to interest itself specifically in 
the book collection of Riley Convalescent 
Wing and see that it is provided with a 
permanent collection of books. 

Therefore, after careful consideration, 
the committee wish to make this recommen- 
dation to the Association: that out of our 
Riley Fund of $2,820.15 the Association ap- 
propriate a sum not to exceed $450.00 for 
the purchase of books for Riley Hospital, 
this fund to be spent by the hospital libra- 
rian at her discretion after the Rotarian 
and Indianapolis donations have been care- 
fully gone over, our fund to supplement 
the above gifts. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARIAN WEBB, Chairman. 
CAROLINE DUNN. 
ETHEL F. McCoLLouGH. 
JANE KITCHELL. 
ARTHUR M. FISHER. 


Report of an I. L. A. Committee Appointed 
to Consider the Book Binding Produced 
at the Michigan City Prison, and to 
Make Recommendations 

The report of the committee is based on 
the examination of a shipment of 400 vol- 


umes received at the Gary Public library 
October 5th and a brief visit to the prison 
bindery October 7th. We regret that the 
very recent date of this shipment gave us 
little time for more extended investigation. 

The appearance of a shelf of prison- 
bound books as compared with those done 
by free binderies is very satisfactory. In 
the main the color selection of cover cloth 
is good, although there is a small proportion 
done in light orange, light green and a sky 
blue, which is not practical for libraries at 
all. The gilding on the back of the books 
is set too high, a fault easily remedied, and 
it lacks variety of type face and ornamenta- 
tion which longer established firms can use 
to make a shipment less monotonous in ap- 
pearance. 

Fabrikoid binding, which is kept clean 
much more easily, is offered at the same 
price as buckram. Another feature is, the 
use of headbands, which many of our com- 
mercial bindery friends are omitting. These 
at least add to the appearance, although we 
do not know that they add to the strength 
of the binding. The prison offers to gild 
all books, using gold and not the colored or 
silver paint which some of our binders seem 
fond of. Our experience has been that noth- 
ing stays put as gold does; both the silver 
and colored inks have flaked off very soon, 
leaving a book to be relettered long before 
the binding is worn. 

The value of a binding to libraries is not 
its attractive appearance when new, but its 
durability. The real test of a bindery’s 
satisfactory status is whether a librarian 
can depend on the firm’s output to wear. 
A firm which binds books at 45 cents which 
will stand 15 circulations is more expensive 
by far than the firm which charges 55 cents 
and whose books will circulate 55 times be- 
fore discarding. The initial cost may be 
lower, but the library wastes money not 
only in the long run but in a run so short 
that only a penny-wise, pound-foolish policy 
would have permitted it. It is not only in 


the discarding of books after a deplorably 
short life, but in the handling and rehan- 
dling of titles and the waste of librarian’s 
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time. Few trustees realize the details that 
must be supervised and watched closely by 
librarians in managing economically all 
phases of the institution’s work. 

The output of the prison bindery, unless 
improved materially, will not stand the test 
of wear at all. The single corner is used, 
which is not at all satisfactory or durable. 
All our commercial binders offer the double 
corner on which we must insist. A dozen 
books out of the 400 in the shipment exam- 
ined snapped at the front hinge or the cen- 
ter at the first opening, and they were not 
mishandled either. The books had not been 
carefully supervised and inspected. Had 
they been carefully inspected and opened 
with a view to discovering binding imperfec- 
tions as well as preparing them for use, the 
fatalities would have been fewer. What 
proportion of the other 385 will snap the 
first time they go out to a patron we cannot 
say. 

The output of the prison bindery must be 
improved 2‘ once as to flexibility of the book 
if we are to be able to use it profitably. 
Sewing on tapes can be at once more flexi- 
ble and make for stronger backs than scor- 
ing the backs and sewing on to cords. The 
committee feels that the sewing is carried 
down too close to the bottom of the pages 
where the wear is heaviest and where there 
should be correspondingly more suppleness. 
The sewing should be from % to % of an 
inch from the bottom of the page. 

The prison has used a very flimsy super 
over the backs of the books instead of a 
good grade of lining flannel. This makes 
for a great weakness in the joints, which, 
with the inflexible backs, is our principal 
cause for complaint. The A. L. A. Commit- 
tee report says, “Super should never be 
used.” 

All in all the committee feels that the 
prison has given us hinges and joints of the 
commercial quality and grade used by cheap 
publishers and not the hinges and joints de- 
veloped for special library use by the com- 
mercial firms catering to our needs. Their 
joints are not properly reinforced. They 
have used a single end paper instead of the 


double end paper with the very satisfactory 
joint giving splendid service, furnished by 
our better library binders. This joint rein- 
forcement should be of strong material but 
thin to prevent a final abrasion of the end 
paper and successive pages across the bot- 
tom of the hinge and reinforcement. The 
prison reinforcement is a stiff though not 
durable strip of thin adhesive stuff glued 
or gummed to the book sheets not simply 
sewed onto them. Both glue and stiffness 
of edge will result in immediate wear on the 
part of the pages of the book. The glue on 
the joint reinforcement is subject to the 
criticism to be voiced concerning the pris- 
on’s mending process. Thinner, softer but 
stronger material should be used, but ap- 
plied with paste, not glue. 

The mending and cleaning of the pages 
of worn books was unsatisfactorily handled. 
The prison bindery apparently is not fa- 
miliar with the A.L.A. Committee on 
Binding, “Care and binding of books and 
magazines,” are you? We quote, “Gummed 
material, either tape, book cloth or adhesive 
paper, are not recommended by those who 
know most about mending. . . . The softer 
and lighter weight the mending fabric, the 
better for the book. . . . Because gummed 
materials are more quickly and easily used, 
they are often applied and result in dam- 
age to the book.” The mending in the ship- 
ment is of very uneven quality, showing at 
once lack of proper supervision and inspec- 
tion and the erasing and cleaning of many 
of the books is unsatisfactory. 

The grooving of the joints is not always 
carefully done as in commercial binderies 
and the buckram used is the lighter Inter- 
laken buckram rather than the heavier 
Holliston buckram used by our best com- 
mercial binders. The gilding seems to 
sometimes be applied with too much force. 
If the type grooves the cover cloth too much 
the lettering is not clear and it is apt to 
flake off sooner. 

Our visit to the plant at the prison 
showed us where most of the trouble lay. 
The supervisor in charge of the work re- 
ceived us most cordially and showed us all 
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the processes as used in putting through a 
shipment. He is a man of taste and with 
long experience in a commercial bindery, 
but apparently unfamiliar with improved 
practices as followed by firms in business 
to meet the special needs of the library 
trade and the hard wear library books get. 
The only modern machine observed was one 
for gilding the books, a process that is most 
creditably done. 

The prison has no oversewing machine 
and the hand sewing is unsatisfactory and 
inflexible. The stitching is done through 
holes punched through sections consisting 
of from four to seven signatures instead of 
signature by signature. It is this faulty 
sewing and the use of super instead of 
strong canton flannel for backing, with a 
weak, gummed holland hinge for the end 
paper joint that is responsible for the poor 
output. A machine for backing will give 
much better results in rounding and pro- 
viding joint strength than hand hammer- 
ing can. The prison with a plentiful sup- 
ply of labor has tried to do without essential 
machinery, a deplorable economy as far as 
results are concerned. There has been no 
intentional scamping on materials or work- 
manship, but the sewing and the joint back- 


ing cloth now used shows an ignorance of 
special library needs which must be rem- 
edied at once if we are to entrust our books 
to them at any price. 

Article 12445 of Burns Statutes of 1926 
has the following paragraph from an act of 
the 1917 session. This it is which is held to 
govern librarians in their obligation to have 
work done at the prison bindery: 

“The state and its institutions and the 
political subdivisions of the state using such 
articles as may be produced .. . shall be re- 
quired to purchase such articles at a price 
fixed by the board of classifications of in- 
dustries . .. which price shall not exceed the 
market price for articles of the same 
grade.” 

The committee feels that the libraries do 
not use “such articles” as the prison is now 
producing in that the work as now produced 
does not meet our specifications. With an 
improvement of grade of output we may be 
subject to a law requiring us to have our 
binding done at the prison, but we are cer- 
tainly not so bound until the quality of 
binding done is materially improved. 

FRANK H. WHITMORE. 
JAMES A. HOWARD. 
Wo. J. HAMILTON, Chairman. 


INDIANA LIBRARY TRUSTEES’ ASSOCIATION 
24th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


The Indiana Library Trustees’ Associa- 
tion met at the Hotel Lincoln in Indianap- 
olis, October 26 and 27, with the president, 
Mrs. J. F. Brenneman of Columbia City, 
presiding. Fifty-two trustees and librari- 
ans were registered and thirty-three libra- 
ries represented. The executive committee 
met for a short session Wednesday at 11 
a.m. with the following present: Mrs. J. 
F. Brenneman of Columbia City, Arthur 
Fisher of Gary, Mrs. Charles Stanley of 
Albion, Sheridan Clyde of Elwood, and Mrs. 
George Bridwell of Bloomington. Most of 
the discussion centered about the present 
need of libraries. 

The general meeting opened at 2 p.m. in 


the Lincoln Room. Mrs. Brenneman spoke 
on the topic “Why Trustees Meet,” in which 
she mentioned many reasons for and results 
of trustees’ meetings. As success in any 
business depends on organization it is equal- 
ly true that trustees have a library business 
to carry on. We need to know and help 
solve each other’s problems. Co-ordination 
is the keynote. Our meetings make for effi- 
ciency, promote ideals and raise standards. 
Turning money into book service for the 
public is the purpose of library organiza- 
tion. Personal contact with the state or- 
ganization means much to trustees. 

E. P. Brennan of the State Board of Ac- 
counts spoke in the place of Mr. Orr, who 
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could not be present. He explained to us 
some questions regarding township and 
county taxation, touching on the subject of 
township trustee, other sources of revenue 
than the $1.50 tax to help schools and libra- 
ries, and what this $1.50 tax law involves 
at the present time. 

Mrs. George W. Blair of Mishawaka had 
for her topic “Adventure in Organizing a 
Library Board.” She gave some. experi- 
ences of her own board in being organized 
as a board separate from the school board. 
There have been added interest and growth 
in their library during the past year. Pub- 
lic book reviews have been given in the li- 
brary twice a month, which have been a 
help and an inspiration to the people. 

“Do Trustees Do Their Part in Extending 
the Usefulness of the Library?” was dis- 
cussed by M. F. Worthman of Decatur and 
A. H. Pierson of Muncie. Mr. Worthman 
spoke of greater responsibility and greater 
work for both trustees and librarians due 
to the stress of the times. Trustees have 
newer problems due to the demands of the 
unemployed on the libraries, of those em- 
ployed but seeking books to become more 
efficient, of those wanting to keep their 
morale balanced during these times. Trus- 
tees should feel obligated to make real 
friends. Five classes of people were men- 
tioned—adult students, amateurs, serious- 
minded persons who are often victims of 
misplaced confidence, those who read most 
anything, and the misfits who do not come 
to the library. Trustees should be friends 
to all of these. Business men and teachers 
not believing in the library should be en- 
couraged to come. 

Speaking on the same subject, Mr. Pier- 
son said that libraries are different today 
due to great demands made on them. The 
big problem is how to meet this greater ac- 
tivity with smaller budgets. We must 
curtail instead of extending service. The 
problem is what to curtail. It is better to 
keep trained service and less material than 
greater material with untrained service. 
We must make the library known to the 
public by printing good, interesting reports 


from time to time. The board members 
must be on the job every day to see that 
libraries are supported. 

The report of the secretary and treasurer 
was read and accepted. Mr. Clyde reported 
the treasurer’s accounts were found cor- 
rect. Mrs. Bridwell read a letter from 
A.L. A. regarding our contributing mem- 
bership. Mr. Pierson moved this be con- 
tinued. The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. Mrs. W. R. Davidson of Evansville 
thanked the I. L. T. A. for her appointment 
on the State Library Board. Mr. Fisher 
mentioned the work of the prison bindery, 
asking the trustees to look at a book re- 
bound there and read the report of the 
work. Mr. Howard, president of the I. L. A., 
brought greetings from I. L. A. to the trus- 
tees. 

The president appointed the following 
committees: 

Nominating: Charles Cassell, Conners- 
ville; Mrs. L. J. Truitt, Noblesville; Mrs. 
L. A. Weinstein, Kendallville. 

Auditing: Sheridan Clyde, Elwood, Mrs. 
W. H. Kennedy, Washington; Miss Evelyn 
Craig, Vevay. 

Resolutions: Rev. J. P. Chamness, Mun- 
cie; Miss Permelia Boyd, Scottsburg; Dr. 
A. L. Ziliak, Princeton. 


The dinner meeting was held at 7 p.m. 
in the Lincoln Room with Mrs. Brenneman 
presiding in the absence of Mr. Mitten. 
During the dinner we were entertained with 
music by the Mildred Meyers trio. The 
speaker of the evening was Dr. Frank S. C. 
Wicks, who spoke on “Reaction to Modern 
Literature.” In his charming way he spoke 
of all classes of books he had read and the 
good to be derived from reading. 

Mr. Bailey then introduced Mr. Dickerson 
of the Indianapolis public library, who gave 
a very interesting talk on modern reading 
and called on a dozen others for informal 
comment. 

The meeting was called to order again at 
10 a.m. Thursday morning. “The Trustees’ 
Responsibility in These Times” was dis- 
cussed by Mrs. O. C. E. Matthies of Ham- 
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mond and Clyde B. Wilson of Greenwood. 
Mrs. Matthies said that library people need 
optimism now and that our responsibility is 
a privilege, helping to meet the present 
needs of our particular communities. One 
big problem is to meet all the added re- 
quirements of libraries with smaller bud- 
gets. A trustee should function to the best 
of his ability if he accepts an appointment, 
be prompt at meetings and willing to sup- 
port the library in all of its efforts. We 
should have publicity through service clubs, 
newspapers, etc., and might have intensive 
state-wide publicity. It is a good time to 
emphasize certification of librarians. Mr. 
Wilson, in speaking on the same subject, 
mentioned that one duty is to attend all 
meetings, to assist in the business manage- 
ment of the library. It is pathetic that a 
library has to be justified. Good will is nec- 
essary and starts with the librarian; then 
the trustees must meet those who object 
and can’t see the library for the tax. We 
should conserve the taxpayer’s resources, 
but at the same time conserve his responsi- 
bility as to the future. Diversion, hope, 
courage and help are found only in the li- 
brary. 

The nominating committee made the fol- 
lowing report: 

For president, Mrs. J. F. Brenneman, Co- 
lumbia City. 

For vice-president, A. H. Pierson, Mun- 
cie. 

For secretary-treasurer, Mrs. George K. 
Bridwell, Bloomington. 

Executive committee: The above officers 
and Arthur G. Mitten, Goodland; Mrs. 
George W. Blair, Mishawaka; J. H. Hase- 
man, Linton; Miss Evelyn Craig, Vevay. 


The report was accepted, carrying the 
election. 

It was moved and seconded that Mrs. 
Brenneman be sent as a delegate to the 
A.L.A. midwinter conference and _ the 
annual conference. The motion was car- 
ried. In case Mrs. Brenneman cannot go 
to the midwinter meeting, Mr. Pierson is 
to go. 


The committee on resolutions reported the 
following resolutions: 

Whereas, The 24th annual conference of . 
the Indiana Library Trustees’ Association 
about to close has been one of unusual 
benefit, inspiration and entertainment, with 
a fine spirit of good fellowship prevailing; 
and, 

Whereas, This result has been attained 
only by the concerted efforts not only of 
those who planned the program and those 
who participated therein but by the general 
interest expressed by all those in attend- 
ance; therefore 

Be It Resolved, That this association ex- 
press its grateful appreciation to all of the 
above named, and especially to: 

Louis J. Bailey and Miss Hazel Warren 
of the state library, not only for their work 
in connection with this meeting, but also 
for their splendid help throughout the en- 
tire year; 

To the management of the Hotel Lincoln 
for the provision made for the comfort of 
its guests and facilities offered for the 
meeting; 

To the convention bureau of the Indian- 
apolis Chamber of Commerce for the serv- 
ices rendered in connection with the regis- 
tration; i 

To L. S. Ayres & Co. for the gift of the 
printed programs and their encouragement 
to trustees; 

To E. P. Brennan of the State Board of 
Accounts for his time and helpful talk on 
the program; 

To the officers and committees for their 
efficient management and wise planning 
during the past year. 

And be it further resolved, That a legis- 
lative committee be appointed, as suggested 
by the president, to look after and guard 
the interests of libraries during the com- 
ing session of the Indiana State Legisla- 
ture, and that every trustee shall recognize 
his own responsibility to promote the inter- 
ests of the public library by presenting the 
situation in its proper light to his senator 
and representative before the coming ses- 
sion opens. 
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In submitting this report your committee 
recommends its adoption. It further rec- 
- ommends that these resolutions be spread 
upon the minutes of the association and 
that the secretary send letters of apprecia- 
tion to such individuals and groups men- 
tioned therein. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. J. P. CHAMNESS. 
Miss PERMELIA Boyp. 
Dr. A. L. ZILIAK. 


Luncheon was served at noon in the Lin- 
coln Room. Mrs. Stanley of Albion dis- 
cussed “Books for a dollar or less.” She 
mentioned various publications reasonably 
priced and of good service to fit in reduced 
budgets. 

The “County library as a trustee sees it” 
was discussed by Miss Aletha Snider of 
Nashville and Miss Permelia Boyd of 
Scottsburg. Miss Snider told us Brown 
County covers 320 square miles of territory 


Corner Stone Laying of State 


On October 19th the corner stone of the 
new library and historical building was laid 
with fitting ceremonies. The Masonic ritual 
was used in laying the stone and was con- 
ducted by the officers of the Grand Lodge of 
Indiana under the presidency of Frank G. 
Laird. The Newsboys’ Band of Indianap- 
olis led the march from the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral and rendered several selections 
during the exercises. The platform was 
occupied by the members of the commission 
and invited guests with several hundred in 
attendance. After Mr. Laird had declared 
the stone “well and truly laid” Arthur R. 
Baxter, president of the building commis- 
sion, introduced Governor Harry G. Leslie. 
In making the introduction Mr. Baxter 
spoke the following words: 

We have just laid the corner stone of 
the state library and historical building. 
No great building, and especially a building 
paid for by the taxation of the people, 
should be erected without a high and 
worthy purpose. This building has such a 


and their problems are a little different 
from others. Tourists and artists contrib- 
ute material and ideas and they have more 
books on art than are usually found in a 
library. Brown County has its share of 
objections to taxation and some political 
difficulties, but they are firm believers in 
the moral and educational values of libra- 
Ties. 

Miss Boyd told us the library is the coun- 
ty’s accepted duty and means growth to a 
rural community. Courage is needed by all 
trustees to keep from being “scratchy” dur- 
ing such times as these. 

Mrs. Brenneman closed the meeting with 
thanks to all who had helped in the meet- 
ing. The meeting adjourned with all those 
present feeling we had profited by discus- 
sions of topics vital and close to the hearts 
of both librarians and trustees. 


Mrs. GEORGE BRIDWELL, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Library and Historical Building 


purpose. It is to fittingly house the books 
and records of these two important depart- 
ments of government, and in such fashion 
as to make them easily accessible and valu- 
able to the public. The record and study 
of history, and of Indiana history, consti- 
tute our surest guide for all future actions. 
The knowledge of achievements in war and 
in peace of our leaders of the past constitute 
the inspiration to our youth for individual 
achievements and worthwhile accomplish- 
ments. In these days when everything is 
measured so largely by the yardstick of 
practicality and of immediate expediency, it 
is well for us that some devoted servants 
of the people, represented by the staff of the 
Historical department, preserve the land- 
marks of the past in order that we may 
have a proper appreciation of the values of 
the present and a proper perspective for the 
future. This building will encourage all 
of the people to give greater attention to 
the all important subject of history. 

In addition, the building will house the 
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State Library. From the very earliest days 
of the State of Indiana, the importance of 
a state library has been emphasized by our 
law-makers. It has been the repository 
for rare and valuable books not elsewhere 
available. It has afforded a rich field for 
research work. It is the only library in 
the state where the books for the blind are 
kept and from which they are distributed. 
It is the depository of our daily papers 
which constitute our greatest source of in- 
formation for historical research. Substan- 
tially all education is founded on books. 
What, therefore, could be a more proper 
subject for encouragement by the Legisla- 
ture than a state library? This building 
will safely, adequately house these invalu- 
able documents, so cataloged and classified 
as to make them available to all of the 
people. 

The Commission charged with the erection 
of this building has been a very diligent 
and painstaking body. Its work has ex- 
tended over several years and it has felt 
sincerely the importance of the work which 
the Governor has placed within its hands. 
The record of the attendance of its mem- 
bers will show that, with one exception, only 
the most imperative reason has caused any 
absenteeism. Perfect unanimity has pre- 
vailed throughout our deliberations, and 
when our work is completed I am certain 
the members will feel that they have ac- 
complished a worthwhile task, in a worth- 
while way. They will lay down their work 
with feelings of fine friendship each for the 
others. In passing, let me add that the appro- 
priation which the Legislature made for 
this purpose will complete our task and a 
substantial balance will be returned to the 
treasury of the state, instead of following 
the usual custom of regarding the Legis- 
lature’s appropriation as only the begin- 
ning for further requests. 

When the idea of building a monumental 
building was first advanced by the Histori- 
cal Commission and the Library Board, they 
found a sympathetic listener in the Gover- 
nor’s chair, one who appreciated the high 
purposes in mind, and who was ready to 


add his powerful influence to the work of 
these men and women who saw the need for 
such a building. With his aid, therefore, the 
Legislature was induced to take the neces- 
sary action in appropriating the money re- 
quired. It is fitting, therefore, that we 
should acknowledge his leadership in this 
great work, also, that we should hear from 
our Governor as the principal on this oc- 
casion. I am, therefore, pleased to present 
to you the Honorable Harry G. Leslie, our 
Governor. 

Governor Leslie responded with the fol- 
lowing address: 


ADDRESS BY GOV. HARRY G. LESLIE 


From earliest time man has sought to 
record his achievements. He tried to pre- 
serve these records that others might 
know and profit by them. The crude pic- - 
tures of the cavemen, the hieroglyphics of 
the ancient Egyptian, the clay tablets of 
the Babylonian were efforts of early man 
to transmit his knowledge to future gen- 
erations. The value of these efforts was 
soon recognized and men began to collect 
these records for safe keeping. These col- 
lections grew and developed into the mod- 
ern library which reaches into every cor- 
ner of our country and all civilized lands. 

This structure whose erection we are 
formally inaugurating today is the realiza- 
tion of a dream of many years duration. 
Time after time enabling legislation 
seemed certain only to die a-borning as 
political expediency or economy complex in- 
fluenced the minds of legislators. Finally a 
few devoted citizens inspired by the vision 
of useful service and enlarged field of op- 
eration made possible by a State Library 
building succeeded in impressing the 77th 
General Assembly with the project and this 
building became an assured fact. 

Time and space forbid the enumeration 
of the names of those who gave of their 
valuable time and money in the promotion 
of this building, but we would be ungrate- 
ful indeed did we not pause to pay tribute 
to one of that number who was not per- 
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mitted to see the fruition of her labor. 
Elizabeth Claypool Earl gave unsparingly 
of her time and energy. Her wide ex- 
perience in library work, her unusual de- 
votion to community welfare and her unsel- 
fish wisdom made her an invaluable worker 
for any cause she espoused. To the cause 
of the state library and building she gave 
of her talents unstintingly until death took 
her from us. 

Some one has said that a great library 
contains not only books but “The assembled 
souls of all that men hold wise.” So this 
library with its thousands of volumes and 
manuscripts will accumulate the “Souls of 
all that men hold wise.” In it will be the 
aspirations and dreams of devoted patriots. 
Rules of ethical conduct and theological 
vision will find their place along side the 
poetic fancy and fantastic imagery of the 
less serious minded. The long labour of 
scientific research will be gathered within 
these walls together with all the wisdom 
of all the ages to be transmitted to those 
who seek to know. 

Into this building is going more than 
stone, mortar and structural steel. The toil 
and labor of a taxpaying public, the ambi- 
tions of public officials, the desires and long- 
ings of those who know the value to our 
state of the accumulated wisdom of its 
leaders, the livelihood of artisan and engi- 
neer are all part of its construction. 

As we look into the future let us hope 
that this is the beginning of a growth that 
shall reach into every home. May its serv- 
ice ever uplift and protect the highest ideals 
of life. May there radiate from this spot 
_ those influences which ever guard and guar- 
antee the rights and liberties of our citizen- 
ship. May posterity rise up and call us 
blessed for this day’s work. 

Haply, when time shall have taken its 
toll of this building and removal or demoli- 
tion becomes necessary and these emblems 
and manuscripts herein deposited come once 
more to the light of day, that he who finds 
them shall read therein the public spirit, the 
patriotic devotion that inspired this genera- 
tion to build this magnificent structure; and 


finding, catch and impart the vision that 
shall enable his generation to carry on the 
great march of civilization to greater and 
nobler heights than we have yet dreamed. 


It may be interesting to have a record of 
the objects placed within the copper box, 
sealed, and again sealed into the corner 
stone. 
Holy Bible 
American Flag 
Indiana 1926 
Indiana 1930 
Yearbook of the State of Indiana, 1931 
Constitution of Indiana 
Laws of Indiana relating to libraries, 
1926 and 1929 editions 

Printed engrossed House Bill No. 351, 
1929 Session Indiana General Assembly 

Standing Rules and Orders for House and 
Senate, 1929 

History of movements to secure a State 
Library Building, 1907-1929 

Report of the Indiana Library and His- 
torical Department, 1931 

Library Occurrent, 1982 numbers and 
January 1931 number, containing his- 
tory of the State Library 

Statement of the appointment and activi- 

ties of the State Library Building Com- 
mission 

Program of Competition for the Library 

and Historical building, 1931 

Corner Stone address of Governor Leslie 

Photostat copy of winning architectural 

competition design by Pierre & Wright 

Photographs of site and progress of li- 

brary building and of present library 
in the State House 
Forms and leaflets used in Indiana State 
Library 

Library Manual for Secondary Schools 

Statistical Report of the State of Indiana, 
1931 

State Highway Maps of Indiana, Janu- 
ary and September, 1932 

Map showing points of interest in Indi- 
ana, 1982 

Pictorial map of Indiana, 1932 

Indiana Pioneer Society Year Book, 1928 
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Indiana World War Records, Gold Star 
Honor Roll 

Centennial Handbook of the Indiana His- 
torical Society 

Indiana History Bulletin, September, 1932 

Rauch and Armstrong: Bibliography of 
the Laws of Indiana 

Indiana Day program and List of publica- 
tions of Indiana Historical Bureau 


Greene: Our pioneer historical societies, 
1931 


A tribute to Indiana 

Indianapolis News, Oct. 19, 1932 
Indianapolis Star, Oct. 19, 1932 
Indianapolis Times, Oct. 19, 1932 


Annual Reports 1931-32, Grand Lodge of 
Indiana, F. & A. M. 


MORE OUTSTANDING CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF 1932 


Prepared by Carrie E. Scott, Supervisor, Work with Children, Indianapolis Public 
Library 


When money is scarce, the best is often 
the cheapest purchase. This statement is 
especially true in the selection of books for 
Children’s use in the Public Library. This 
year we can truthfully say that the major- 
ity of Non-fiction offerings from the pub- 
lishers are to be classed with the best. 
When have we had such worthwhile, thought 
provoking books of history? What year 
has brought us more readable, enriching 
studies in biography? 

In the former class, let us take a look 
at Gordon King’s Rise of Rome, a most 
attractive book, illustrated by Gustav Jen- 
sen with portraits drawn in crayon, and 
scenes from Roman life or history, care- 
fully selected as representative of Roman 
art. These illustrations are in keeping with 
the text, which traces the growth of Rome 
from a modest little city on the Tiber to 
the great empire in the golden age of Au- 
gustus Caesar, by interpreting the life of 
the people and presenting a study of a suc- 
cession of personalities—men, who made 
Rome a great nation and a powerful factor 
in the development of world civilization. 
When the reader finishes this book, accord- 
ing to one review, “he leaves it with a very 
clear sense of what matters and why. The 
issues raised are the concern of humanity 
at all times.” It’s a fine book to own for 
one’s own library and it is also a fine addi- 
tion to the collection of books for both junior 
and senior high schools, for supplementary 


reading in history, literature and language 
classes. 

Coming down through the ages from 
Rome to our own country, we have as an 
outstanding book, These United States and 
How They Came to Be by Gertrude Hart- 
man, author of The World We Live in and 
How it Came to Be, which was published 
last year. Just as this latter book is a 
study of man’s achievement in the inven- 
tions and discoveries that have linked the 
countries of the earth together, so in this 
companion volume, the human element in 
the development of our country is empha- 
sized. From the first chapter, “First fam- 
ilies of America,—The Indians,” to the last, 
“Towering Cities and the busy hum of men, 
and America Grows up” details are given 
which catch the imagination of the reader, 
and help him to visualize the conditions un- 
der which our great national expansion has 
been accomplished. The book is aptly illus- 
trated from contemporary sources. 

Another graphic story of the growth of 
our country, based upon its ever changing 
social and economic conditions, is, We, the 
People by Leo Huberman, a very successful 
teacher of American history in the City and 
Country School in New York City. Con- 
cerning this book one reviewer has said, 
“What the Epic of America has done for 
adults, this book will do for boys and girls.” 
The illustrations by Thomas H. Benton, and 
the use of source material, extracts from 
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records, old newspapers, letters and journals 
do much to vitalize the whole account of 
the development of our country from the 
past to the present. 

Now turning to the field of biography, 
here is an excellent book for the boys and 
girls who are just beginning the study of 
United States history, and are looking for 
an interesting book to read, which will tell 
more than the text-book. Our choice is 
Christopher Columbus, the Story of a Great 
Adventure, told and illustrated by Edna 
Potter. May Lamberton Becker, in her in- 
troduction to this book, says “Here, some- 
times in his own words, always from his 
own records, set down by one who sees in 
pictures as well as in words, you have the 
story of that first crossing. You can make 
this and all his voyages, by his side. Some 
day you may need courage to be the first 
to do something that the world needs done. 
Then you may remember this book.” 

Discovering Christopher Columbus. by 
Charlotte Srewster Jordan is not altogether 
a biography, but an interesting combina- 
tion of biography and travel. Spain, and 
all its cities which in any way is concerned 
with Christopher Columbus is seen through 
the eyes of an alert American boy who wor- 
shiped as his hero, the great navigator, 
and learned many interesting things about 
him, gleaned from first hand information. 
This is another book which helps make his- 
tory very real. A biography for older boys 
and girls, which links up closely with the 
history of our Revolutionary War and the 
period which follows is Young Lafayette 
by Jeanette Eaton who wrote The Daughter 
of the Seine a vivid account of the life of 
Madam Roland. In this new book, the author 
has given a dramatic story of the life of 
that impulsive young Frenchman, who, true 
to his ideals of liberty, joined in the struggle 
of American independence and played a gal- 
lant part. This book also carries the spirit 
of its text in its illustrations. 

For Junior and Senior high school stu- 
dents in American literature, let us recom- 
mend Romantic Rebel, the Story of Nathan- 
iel Hawthorne, written by his grand- 


daughter, Hildegarde Hawthorne. In the 
Foreword, Albert Bigelow Paine says, 
“Miss Hawthorne has not attempted a crit- 
ical estimate of her grandfather, and she 
has sung no hymn of praise. She has pic- 
tured him in simple, convincing phrases, 
among the people who meant most to him, 
with sufficient background to make the pic- 
ture complete.” One reviewer sums up the 
book as follows: “This book is rich in Amer- 
ican background, lively with anecdotes, 
warm with the life of a great personality.” 
It will appeal to both boys and girls. The 
charming illustrations are by W. M. Berger. 

Another author biography is The Ugly 
Duckling, Hans Christian Andersen, by Isa- 
bel Proudfit. This account of the life of one 
of the world’s greatest story-tellers is 
charmingly written, the details being so well 
chosen that they read like a life story of 
a character in one of Andersen’s own fairy 
tales. 

We planned to make this a non-fiction 
list, but we cannot close without mention- 
ing two realistic stories, based upon facts 
which will go hand in hand with the United 
States history books already mentioned. One, 
is The Railroad to Freedom by Hildegarde 
Hoyt Swift, a thrilling account of journeys 
over the Underground railroad, centering 
around the life of Harriet Tubman, a col- 
ored girl with a price on her head, who 
conducted more than three hundred slaves 
over the secret way that led to north and 
freedom, and who also served as a nurse 
and spy in the Union Army during the Civil 
War. 

The other story, concerned with the great 
western movement, is Rolling Wheels, by 
Katharine Grey, an account of the adven- 
tures of the Lambert family and other pio- 
neers who made the overland journey from 
Indiana to California in 1845-46, and helped 
in making California an American state. 
This “saga of the forties” as it has been 
termed, is a true story except for names 
of a few characters. The tremendous ex- 
periences of these men, women and children 
who traveled in the ox-drawn caravan, 
through a new country, breaking trails, 
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weathering storms, escaping from Indians 
and enduring hardships, make an inspiring 
story of courageous achievement. 
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Potter, Edna. 


“We, the People.” Har- 


Christopher Columbus, the 


Story of a Great Adventure. Oxford. 
$2.00. 
Jordan, Charlotte Brewster. Discovering 


Christopher Columbus. Macmillan. $3.00. 

Eaton, Jeanette. Young Lafayette. Hough- 
ton. $2.50. 

Eaton, Jeanette. Daughter of the Seine. 
Harper. $2.50. 

Hawthorne, Hildegarde. 
Century. $2.50. 

Proudfit, Isabel. The Ugly Duckling, Hans 
Christian Andersen. McBride. $2.25. 

Swift, Hildegarde Hoyt. Railroad to Free- 
dom. Harcourt. $2.50. 

Grey, Katharine. Rolling Wheels. 
$2.00. 


Romantic Rebel. 


Little. 


SOME NEW INDIANA TITLES 


Allee, Marjorie Hill. The Road to Caro- 
lina. Houghton, 1932. 


Athearn, Walter Scott. The Minister and 
the Teacher. Century Co. $2.00. 

Barce, Elmore and Jones, Ray. History of 
Benton County, Indiana. Benton Review 
Shop, Fowler, 1932 vol. 3. $3.00. 

Book, W. F. Economy and Technique of 
Learning. D. C. Heath & Co. 

Bowers, Claude G. Beveridge and the Pro- 
gressive Era. Houghton, 1932. 

Funk, Mrs. Elmer B. Mother Nature and 
Her Children. Strathmore Co., 217 Fox 
St., Aurora, Ill, 1931. 

Hargrave, Frank F. A Pioneer Indiana 
Railroad. Burford Printing Co. 

Hays, Arthur Homer. Notawkah, Friend 
of the Miamis, a story of the Wabash 
Country, now within the bounds of the 
sovereign state of Indiana, when it was 
on the fringe of the trans-Allegheny 
frontier. 1761-1762. Caxton Printers, 
Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho, 1982. ° 

Huston, McCready. Salesman from the 
Sidelines, being the business career of 
Knute K. Rockne. Ray Long & Richard 
R. Smith, N. Y., 1932. 

MacLeod, LeRoy. The Years of Peace. Cen- 
tury, 1932. 

Osborne, James I. and Gronert, Theodore G. 
Wabash College, the First Hundred Years, 
1832-19382. R. E. Banta, Crawfordsville, 
1982. $2.00. 

Scoggins, C. E. Flame. 
& Co., N. Y., 1932. 

Tarkington, Booth. Wanton Mally. Double- 
day, 1932. 


William Morrow 


SUBSCRIPTION SETS AGAIN 


To correct certain rumors we wish to 
state that neither the Indianapolis Public 
Library nor any of its branches has pur- 
chased or has under consideration for pur- 
chase the National Encyclopedia, ten vol- 
umes, 1932 edition, published by P. F. Col- 
lier & Son. We should be glad to be advised 
of any use of the name of this library or the 
names of those of its staff members in con- 
nection with the sale of this set. 

L. L. DICKERSON. 


We have been requested to publish the 
above notice and do so willingly to call at- 
tention again to the librarian’s best answer 
to all subscription agents. It is always best 
to examine for one’s self the books offered 
for sale. If they are not available for ex- 
amination and appraisal, time should always 
be taken to consult the A. L. A. Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, or if not yet reviewed 
therein, to write to the State Library or 
A. L. A. for opinions or reviews. Never 
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allow an agent to tell you that you must 
take immediate advantage of his offer. He 
can always leave an application with you 
to return to him after you have satisfied 
yourself of the desirability of purchase. The 
subscription book business is handled too 
much in a_ super-salesmanship manner. 
Glowing accounts, claims to superiority, 
price a minor consideration, indorsements of 
great educators, name piled on name in the 
list of editors—all, all are but schemes to 
break down the prospect’s sales resistance. 

When the prospect is a librarian she 
should realize immediately that she is a 
better judge of reference books than the 
agent. He is usually telling a prepared 
story, has never actually compared his work 
with others—except perhaps in price—and 
has no adequate basis of comparison. The 
best rule is to rely on securing proper and 
sufficient information before ordering— 
never to sign on the dotted line at once, un- 
less you have decided to purchase before the 
agent appears. If the work has merit the 
agent will gladly grant time for proper 
consideration. The less merit the more de- 
termined the agent generally is on immedi- 
ate sale. Delay is always the best policy. 
More money can be wasted on sets than 
any other branch of book buying. Take 
plenty of time in reaching a decision and 
assess carefully your present resources. 
Don’t be a victim of high pressure methods. 
Never give or agree to give blanket recom- 
mendations of subscription sets. Even if 
you believe a set to be valuable it might not 
be what everyone should purchase. The 
state library makes an ironclad rule to give 
no general recommendations. One should 
know well the exact circumstances of the 
person or library enquiring before being 
able to judge fairly the value of any set 
or reference work, for much depends on 
what is already possessed before knowing 
how best to purchase new works. It is no 
honor to be quoted in recommendations of 
a@ poor and inadequate set of books. 


DEBATE SUBJECTS 1932-33 
Indiana Intercollegiate Debate Association 


Resolved, That all banking functions in 
the United States should be regulated by 
the Federal Government, with deposits guar- 
anteed. 


Indiana Intercollegiate Debate Association, 
Women’s Section 


Resolved, That this house should support 
the League of Independent Voters in its 
efforts to establish a new liberal party. 


Indiana State Debating League 


Resolved, That all hydro-electric power 
in the United States should be owned and 
operated’ by the government.’ 


State High School Discussion League 
Resolved, That approximately one-half of 
all state and local revenues should be de- 
rived from sources other than tangible prop- 


erty. 
DEPOSITORY INTEREST 


Chapter 33 of the acts of the General 
Assembly at the 1932 special session is an 
act concerning a state sinking fund for 
public deposits which will materially affect 
libraries as well as all other taxing units. 
The object of the act is to provide protec- 
tion for all deposits made by any subdivision 
of the state in any public depository which 
may “have failed or gone into voluntary 
liquidation or for any other reason have 
suspended the payment of deposits.” It ap- 
plies only to funds deposited after Janu- 
ary 2, 1933. It went into effect December 
1, 19382 after which date the interest to 
become due on all public funds in any de- 
pository is diverted from the depositing unit 
and paid into the state treasury and kept 
in the sinking fund until such fund shall 
have a minimum balance of three million 
dollars. Whenever in the future the ac- 


Note.—1. “Owned and operated” shall be consid- 
ered as a unit operation. 2. “Government” refers 
to state government in case of intra-state power, and 


federal government in case of interstate. 
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cumulation shall fall below $2,500,000 the 
state treasurer may order the diversion of 
interest to the sinking fund until it is fully 
replenished. 

The act provides regulations for pay- 
ment to depositors of deposits in any closed 
depository by the treasurer of state who 
“shall thereupon be subrogated to all the 
right, title and interest in and to such pub- 
lic deposit or public deposits to the extent 
to which such state sinking fund shall have 
paid the loss, and shall share in the distribu- 
tion of the assets of such closed depository 
on such basis ratably with other depositors.” 
This act should be a great help in protecting 
library funds tied up in future bank fail- 
ures. It will, however, result in loss of in- 
terest on library funds for several years 
until the state sinking fund is established. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIANS’ MEETINGS 


The second annual session of the School 
Librarians’ Section of the North Central 
Indiana Teachers’ Association was held in 
South Bend on Friday, Oct. 14th, at 2:30 
p. m., in the James Whitcomb Riley school 
library with Miss Edna E. Gillogly, chair- 
man, presiding. Miss Florence Erwin, li- 
brarian of the Mishawaka high school, read 
a paper on Cooperation of teachers and li- 
brarian, and Mrs. Hazel McClure, librarian 
of the James Monroe elementary school li- 
brary in South Bend, talked about the Cor- 
relation of home and school reading. Miss 
Jeannette Murphy, librarian at St. Mary’s 
College, invited the group to meet in her 
library next year. 


Officers for 1988 were elected as follows: 

Chairman, Florence Erwin, Mishawaka 
high school. 

Secretary, Minnie Pasenhofer, Lincoln 
school, South Bend. 


The School Librarians’ Section of the In- 
diana State Teachers’ Association met in In- 
dianapolis Thursday, Oct. 20th. After a 
luncheon at the Propylaeum the group ad- 
journed to the auditorium of the Indianap- 
olis public library. Miss Frances Rector, li- 
brarian of Lincoln high school, Vincennes, 
presided. Charles H. Stone, librarian of 
the North Carolina College for Women, 
Greensboro, N. C., prepared a paper, Con- 
tribution of the school library to the high 
school student. Since he was unable to be 
present, this was read by Mrs. Carabelle 
Dickey, reference librarian of Indiana State 
Teachers’ College, Terre Haute. Miss Mar- 
garet Southwick, supervisor of English and 
libraries, Gary, was helpful and entertain- 
ing in her discussion of Recreational read- 
ing. Mrs. Ruth Thomas, librarian of Burris 
school, Muncie, led the round table dis- 
cussion. 

The officers for 1933 are: 

President, Florence Ratliff, librarian Mor- 
ton high school, Richmond. 

Vice President, Lyle Harter, librarian 
Technical high school, Indianapolis. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Adlai Dalby, 
librarian Senior high school, Muncie. 

Executive committee, Ermina Moore, li- 
brarian Senior high school, Tipton; Kate 
Dinsmoor, librarian Teachers’ special li- 
brary, Indianapolis. 





Indiana Documents Received at the Indiana 
State Library During October 
and November, 1932 
oo the Special Session Indiana Legislature, 


Charities, Bd. of. Bul. No. 206, Aug.-Sept. 1932. 
*Conservation, Dept. of. Pub. No. 44 (Rev. ed.) 
Deam—Shrubs of Indiana, 1932 ed. 


*Conservation, Dept. of. Pub. No. 112. Geological 
Map of Indiana. : 

*Conservation, Dept. of. Fish and Game Circular 
No. 120. 

*Election Commissioners, Bd. of. Election Law of 
Indiana. 


*Fire Marshal. “Analytical Survey of Indiana Fire 
Loss” 1929-1930. 

Fire a “Analytical Survey of Indiana Fire 
Loss” 

*Health, Bosrd of. Bul. V. 35, No. 8, Aug. 19382. 


Richmond State Hospital (Insane). 


‘Health, Board of. Bul. V. 35, No. 9, Sept. 1932. 

‘Health, Board of. Bul. V. 35, No. 10, Oct. 1982. 

*Hishvay Commission. “Standard Specifications for 
Bridge Work.” 

Indiana University, Trustees of. 

*Legislative Bureau. 
Criminal Statistics.” 

Livestock Breeders Assn. 


Report 1931. 
“Instructions for Reporting 


27th Report (Annual 
meeting Jan. 13-14, 1982). 


*Public Instruction, Dept. of. ‘ow aa Relief 
in Indiana.” Educational Bul. 

*Public Instruction, o~. of. ma.® SNe. 100A-1. 
“Tentative Course of Study in English for See- 
ondary Schools in Indiana, Grades 7-12.” 

*Public Instruction, Dept. of. Bul. No. 100-G. ‘‘Com- 
mercial Arts Course for Indiana Schools.” 

*Public Instruction, Dept. of. Bul. No. 100-H. 
“Course of Study in Music, Grades One to Twelve.” 

Report 1981. 


*Not given to the Library for distribution. 
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NEWS NOTES FROM INDIANA LIBRARIES 


Anderson. Mrs. Bernice Hyde Mellinger 
has resigned from the public library staff 
to return to her home at Goshen. The va- 
cancy will not be filled. 


Bloomington. Miss Dorothy J. Watkins, 
31, and Miss Dorothy Emrich, ’31, are em- 
ployed in the public library in Washington, 
D. C. Both Indiana university graduates 
took special work at the School of Library 
Science, Simmons college, Boston, Mass., last 
summer, receiving B.S. degrees. 


Evansville. Miss F. Grace Walker, cata- 
log department head of the public library, 
was elected Chairman of the Ohio Valley 
Cataloging group at the meeting at Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, in October. Miss Marie Peters 
of the Indianapolis public library was 
elected secretary. 

The levy of the public library was re- 
duced to seyen cents for next year which 
will produce an income of $74,175. As 
$38,612 must be used to retire building 
bonds only $35,563 will be available for li- 
brary expenses. The board has reduced sal- 
aries and ordered about twenty assistants to 
be dropped January first. All school li- 
braries will be closed and hospital service 
discontinued. The central library will be 
open 12 noon to 6 P. M. week days and the 


branches will open three afternoons a week, 
12:30 to 8:30. 


Fort Wayne. In the summer of 1920 
signed petitions from each township in Al- 
len county were presented to the board of 
county commissioners and a levy was made 
for the purpose of extending library service 
throughout the county. The Public library 
of Fort Wayne became the Public library 
of Fort Wayne and Allen county and a de- 
partment was organized especially to take 
care of the library service to every one in 
the county outside of Fort Wayne. In the 
past 11 years this service has grown tre- 
mendously—the increase in the number of 
books read far out-stripping the increase 
in the revenue received. During 1932 the 


circulation of books for home reading was 
223,507, an increase over the previous year 
of 43,119, which is an increase of 125,503 
over the number read five years ago—or 
more than double the number. 

At present there are 118 distributing 
points in different parts of the county where 
books may be borrowed by those living in 
each community. These are all closely su- 
pervised from the central Fort Wayne li- 
brary so that the collections of books are 
kept alive. The largest distributing points 
are the five county branch libraries which 
are operated upon the same basis as the 
city branch libraries. In two other com- 
munities reading rooms are maintained, op- 
eration of which is similar to branches. In 
the smaller communities in the county there 
are twenty deposit libraries placed wherever 
there is a need and where there is an avail- 
able place to house a small, changing collec- 
tion of books. These are located in various 
places; four in post offices, six in private 
homes, seven in general stores, besides de- 
posits in three of the county institutions: 
Boys’ Vocational school, Children’s home 
and Infirmary. 

During the school year the seventy-one 
public schools and twenty of the parochial 
schools in the county are supplied with 
schoolroom collections, which are changed 
each semester. Three hundred seventy-seven 
such collections were sent out last year. 
Many of these collections are supplemented 
from time to time with books to fill requests 
from the teachers who are making a special 
study or who need more material to add to 
the regular text-book. 

Besides the mere supplying of books the 
library aims to be ready to help in any 
way pertaining to book service. Regular 
story hours are given the children at four 
branches and a few schools. Also book talks 
and stories are given to as many schools 
as possible during the year. In fact, the 
library has stood ready to lend a helping 
hand in the big problem of the education of 
the future generation. For several years a 
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vacation reading project has been planned 
each summer and the teachers have re- 
peatedly spoken of the increased reading 
ability of the children who use the library 
during the vacation period. Also the adult 
county clubs and various organizations and 
individuals in the county have called upon 
the library for helps in their programs or 
for some special reference material. 

It has been the aim of the county depart- 
ment of the library to give as good service 
to those living in the remote corners of any 
of the twenty townships as the people re- 
ceive who live within the city limits. 

The county adjustment board, however, 
reduced the county tax levy to two cents and 
in consequence the amount available next 
year for county work will be only about 
$10,000. 


How many librarians of Indiana have 
made the acquaintance this last summer of 
Abigail the Log Cabin Doll from Brown 
County, Indiana? We had in our Fort 
Wayne Children’s Department quite an in- 
teresting table display of Abigail with her 
cradle and her chair, and we found children, 
their parents and doll collectors all most 
enthusiastic over her. 

Abigail is a quaint rag doll designed and 
developed by Mrs. Ralph Sperry of Nash- 
ville, Brown County, Indiana. Mrs. Sperry 
found in browsing about in the old cabins of 
Brown County a worn and faded but clev- 
erly designed old rag doll. From this she 
evolved Abigail. She has gingham hair the 
color of gold, with bangs and braids, and a 
face painted by Brown County artists. Her 
dress is a print with trimmings of rick-rack, 
and she wears a sun-bonnet to match her 
dress. She has pantalettes and a short 
white apron, with a small handkerchief in 
its pocket. Her kid shoes are laced, her 
dress is buttoned and her hair braids so 
that she is a real delight to little people. 
Mrs. Sperry’s idea in developing this doll 
was to give the authentic costume of the 
pioneers of Indiana, to interest children in 
the primary grades in early Indiana history 
and to teach very small children how to 
dress and undress themselves through their 


delight in Abigail with her braided hair, 
her buttons and her laced shoes. The doll 
comes neatly packed in a colorful glazed 
chintz case. 

Mrs. Sperry herself designs the dolls, 
Brown County artists paint the faces and 
the women and girls of Brown County make 
the dresses, the shoes and the little old- 
fashioned quilt which goes with the cradle, 
so that it is quite a community project. 

We were glad to welcome Abigail to our 
Children’s department because of her his- 
torical value in Indiana. She should have 
quite a place in Book Week which this year 
centers about America and her history. Mrs. 
Sperry has had displays of these dolls at 
Marshall Field’s and at the Kroch Book 
Store in Chicago and at L. S. Ayres in In- 
dianapolis. Her latest idea in dolls this 
fall is “Nancy Hanks.” M. A. W. 


Gary. The public library celebrated a 
“Home Coming Week for Books” November 
7th to 20th. Attractive posters were pre- 
pared by Miss Ethel Else and Miss Mar- 
garet Wallace which were placed not only 
in our branch libraries but in the auditor- 
iums of the various schools of the city. The 
school people cooperated with us splendidly 
in giving announcements to the. children 
most of which helped materially in emphasis 
and obtained very good results although we 
were amused by the fact that at one school 
where the campaign stressed the bringing 
of books to the school for return to the li- 
brary, a couple of small scamps went to the 
library and stole books while the campaign 
was on in order to make a showing by re- 
turning them to the school. 

Our plan called for the cancellation of 
all back fines as requested and the unblock- 
ing of cards. Juvenile charges for lost 
books were cancelled entirely while the lost 
book charges for adults were cut in two. 
The adult fines cancelled amouted to $337.59, 
lost books figured $33.02, juvenile fines 
$347.95 and juvenile lost books $225.88, a 
total of $944.44. The patrons served through 
these cancelled charges numbered 3,357, 
1,200 adults and 2,157 juveniles. A total 
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of 585 volumes were returned which had 
either been taken from our shelves without 
being charged out or had been out for more 
than two years. This included one volume 
missing since 1911 and another since 1916. 
Many of them had been gone since the early 
20’s. Thirteen books which were overdue 
in 1931 and 83 overdue in 1932 were re- 
turned and we received 36 books as gifts. 

One member of our Board remarked that 
it seemed a very expensive proposition to 
cancel $944 in fines for less than 600 books 
but the President viewed it more correctly, 
saying that he approved decidedly as we 
would not have been able to collect 90% of 
these fines and the result of letting them 
stand was that so many persons were be- 
ing deprived of the use of the library. 

This latter was really what led us to 
start the campaign as so many children 
who need books were not able to raise the 
fines to redeem their cards. We felt that in 
some of the neighborhoods it was resulting 
in an increase of book theft. 

While the number of books returned is 
a@ very tiny proportion of the number we 
have lost in the last 20 years, as a whole 
the campaign was successful. The only 
drawback was that in some of the branches 
very few books came in but a number of 
unruly juvenile patrons whose blocked cards 
had automatically barred them from the 
library, have now returned in good stand- 
ing much to the discomforrt of the li- 
brarians. W. J. iH. 


Miss Elizabeth A. Gore, assistant in the 
catalog department in the public library was 
married October 6th to Everett Hinton of 
Gaffney, S. C., where they will make their 
home. 

On October 29th Mrs. Lois Gross Clary, 
member of the central library staff for ten 
years, passed away at the Methodist hos- 
pital following a month’s illness. She was 
a graduate of the Hobart high school in 
1921 and after work in the Hobart library 
and attending the Indiana Summer school in 
1922 she joined the Gary library staff where 
she has been in the reference and catalog 


departments since then. She is survived 
by her husband, B. A. Clary, and two step- 
sons, Arthur and James. 


Grandview. A bronze tablet has been 
placed on the wall of the public library 
honoring Andrew Carnegie and the names 
of the members of the board that served 
at the time the building was erected. The 
gift was made possible by the Grandview 
relief society which used a small sum left 
in its care several years ago. 


Hammond. Friends of the late Rena 
Ames, former principal of the Lafayette 
school of Hammond, gathered at the central 
library in the evening of November 9th. A 
bronze memorial bearing the following in- 
scription was dedicated by the Hammond 
Teachers’ Association: “In memory of Rena 
Ames, for many years principal of Lafay- 
ette school, to whose inspiration the origin 
of the Hammond Public Library is due.” 
Miss Ames was associated with Mrs. W. C. 
Harrison and Mrs. A. K. Thompson, who 
were then the Misses Bloomhuff, in opening 
a small library in the millinery store op- 
erated by the Bloomhuff sisters. 


Indianapolis. The public library now has 
135,719 registered borrowers, about one- 
third the population of Indianapolis, ac- 
cording to a report by Luther L. Dickerson, 
city librarian. Many of these patrons rep- 
resent an entire family, all members of 
which use the same library card. In the 
last year 3,300,000 books were lent for use 
in homes, or about 8.25 books for every man, 
woman and child in Indianapolis. This rep- 
resents a circulation increase in the last 
two years of 38 per cent, or 900,000 vol- 
umes. At least 40 per cent of adults using 
the library are men. 

In 1930 the library began a voluntary re- 
duction of operating expenses. The present 
budget is the lowest since 1923, being 10.6 
per cent, or $42,416.60 under that of 1931-32. 
Patronage, as measured by books drawn, 
has increased 111 per cent since 1923-24, and 
at the present rate it is estimated this gain 
will reach at least 120 per cent this year. 
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Reduction in operating costs permit this 120 
per cent expansion in service on a budget 
approximating that of nearly a decade ago. 

Thousands of persons in Indianapolis 
and every part of the country are under- 
taking the adventure of self-education in 
libraries. Psychologists formerly taught 
that the mind reached its growing limit at 
an early age. Experience and laboratory 
tests are proving that the alert adult mind 
comprehends fundamentals more quickly 
than the minds of children. Libraries offer 
opportunities for self-education in nearly 
every practical or cultural branch of knowl- 
edge, and also stimulate the cultural imag- 
ination. Books provide mental television 
into civilization’s past, and prepare intel- 
lectual seedbeds for understanding and en- 
countering problems of the present and 
projecting plans and ideals into the future. 

Last year Rauh Memorial library sent to 
careless patrons 4,520 overdue notices, at 
a cost of nearly $100.00 in postage. How 
much better for every one to have spent 
that money for books? 

Figuring three minutes on each notice, 
which is low, the staff spent 28 days and 
three hours on the work of sending them 
out, or over one working month, adding 
to the cost of postage the whole month’s 
salary of one person. How much better for 
everyone to have spent that time, labor and 
money on constructive work for the com- 
munity. 

People who must be constantly reminded 
of overdue books at such a cost are wast- 
ing public money. 

Help us to save time, labor, and money. 

Return your books promptly! 

The all important topic absorbing the in- 
terest and attention of every member of 
the Public Library Staff from the Librarian 
down to the newest page is the change of 
our charging system. On Monday, Dec. 
12th, the Adult Circulation Department and 
the Children’s Room at Central Library 
adopted a modification of the Detroit plan, 
which has been successfully used at the 
Broad Ripple Branch Library since its open- 
ing. By this arrangement the patron 


charges his own books by writing his card 
number on book card and pocket, taking his 
books to a charging desk at the door only 
for the verification and stamping. By the 
adoption of this project the Library hopes 
to increase its efficiency by providing a bet- 
ter supervision of outgoing books, hasten- 
ing the charging service for patrons, in- 
creasing accuracy of records, and cutting © 
down on the purely mechanical work of the 
assistants, thus releasing them for more im- 
portant library work. Owing to economic 
conditions practically no money will be 
spent. Miss Marcia Furnas, Chief, Circu- 
lation department, has given us our motto 
“Pencils and Patience.” Posters of easy in- 
struction have been provided, and news- 
paper publicity will be given. These simple 
preparations, together with carefully 
worked-out details of procedure, and an en- 
thusiastic staff, on tip-toe to “start”, form 
our machinery of change. We anticipate 
a great success! 

Louisa May Alcott’s one hundredth birth- 
day was fittingly celebrated by a party at 
the Rauh Memorial Library, on Dec. 6th. 
A talk on Miss Alcott’s books by Miss Scott, 
was followed by a play, giving the Christ- 
mas scene from Little Women. Over a 
hundred children thrilled again to those im- 
mortal words of Jo’s “Christmas won’t be 
Christmas without any presents.” 

The Albert Whitman Co. has asked Miss 
Carrie E. Scott, director of Children’s work, 
to prepare an introduction for their new 
juvenile, Greta in Weatherland. The book 
is a translation from the Swedish, the story 
by Lois Donaldson and the pictures by Maj 
Lindman. The introduction is beautifully 
done and adds materially to the interest of 
this charming picture book. 

Thirty-two hundred delighted children 
heard Miss Myrtle Snyder, “The Story Hour 
Lady” of Radio, conduct story hours at the 
Central library and branches in honor of 
Good Book Week, November 13-19. Miss 
Snyder broadcasts for The Book House over 
Station WMAQ in Chicago. 

An unusual exhibit featured in the Riley 
Room during Good Book Week was com- 
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posed of tiny wax figures, many of them 
representing beloved characters out of well- 
known books. The Sleeping Beauty lay 
languidly on her silken couch, Jack jumped 
over the candle-stick, the third little baby 
bear exhibited his tiny broken chair, while 
the flying carpet with its turbaned crew 
aboard flew gaily over the heads of Dr. 
Doolittle, Cinderella, and many others of 
story-book land. These exquisite figures, 
hardly over an inch or two in size, are the 
work of Miss Edna B. Johnson of the Order 
Department. The American Art Clay Co. 
has been so much interested in Miss John- 
son’s work that they have had cuts made 
of these groups and are using them in their 
catalog. 

Librarians will be interested to know that 
the H. W. Wilson Co. is preparing an index 
of juvenile songs which lists a large num- 
ber of collections. The Public library is 
among those which have been consulted on 
questions of selection and recommendation. 

An interesting contact was made between 
the Library and the Book-seller when Miss 
Scott talked before the L. S. Ayres’ book 
department personnel at a dinner meeting 
on Nov. 29th, on “Selling points in new 
juvenile books.” 

The Library feels that it has a direct 
connection with the relief agencies of the 
city in a committee which has been formed 
to prepare a Directory of recreation and 
relief centers, both temporary and perma- 
nent, throughout the city. This directory 
will receive a wide distribution and will be 
very helpful as a source of information dur- 
ing this period of unrest. It will include 
information on the newly organized Leisure 
Time Clubs. The Library, which has been 
identified with this movement through Mr. 
Dickerson, who was one of the originators 
of the idea, will become an agency for the 
receiving and distribution of books and mag- 
azines donated for the club centers. 


LaPorte. Beginning in October all junior 
and senior high school students were re- 
quired to register at the library desk after 
6:30 when visiting the library. Under pres- 


ent conditions the library is too crowded to 
permit a large number of boys and girls 
to occupy space unless they have a legiti- 
mate reason for being there. 

The Herald-Argus of Sept. 30th carried 
the following editorial which applies to most 
public libraries throughout the state: 


One of the vicious facts about the depression is that 
it warps minds otherwise intelligent and reasonable 
in their processes. It has created the group who 
shout “‘away with this” in a pean of false economy 
which for the saving of a relatively small sum in taxes 
would cripple some of the most essential agencies for 
moral and social development. While we hold it self- 
evident that no institution in our society is above 
criticism it is true that over a period of generations 
we have established and maintained agencies which 
contribute to our intellectual development, we have 
made them a part of our social fabric and we cannot 
do without them now, at a time when every means of 
diverting minds from economic disaster must be 
— 

In some communities there have been demands that 
public libraries be closed or that school programs be 
curtailed to skeletons of their present proportions. 
There is a temptation when conditions are difficult to 
succumb to the clamor for cutting and slashing, as the 
easiest way to bring a tax relief which would be 
momentary and illusory. A short view calls for 
eliminating and crippling, the long view demands 
caution and the preservation of what is essential. 

Any doubt that the LaPorte public library, for ex- 
ample, is an oasis in a barren land of disappointment 
and idleness can be removed by a visit to the institu- 
tion any afternoon or evening. Hundreds more people 
than ever before are learning to use their minds, not 
only to store factual information but through imagina- 
tion to catch glimpses of what might be, of what 
other men have thought and done, how other human 
beings have lived. It is an inspiration to enter the 
library. It is beginning to serve as it should serve, 
as an intellectual clearing house for the community, 
and as a medium of bringing entertainment and chal- 
lenge to worried people. People who never knew the 
companionship of books before now use and love them. 
People who formerly spent their lives hurrying from 
one inconsequential activity to another now devote 
time to reading and reflection. Unable to buy books 
of their own they have the library’s to utilize. It 
is doubtful if LaPorte spends eleven or twelve thou- 
sand dollars for any purpose to better advantage than 
for its library. The long, rational view calls for a 
— of the library and the support of it as never 

efore. 


Mrs. Jennie B. Jessup has resigned from 
the public library service, having been con- 
nected with the library service since 1898. 
Mrs. Jessup has witnessed a great develop- 
ment in the LaPorte library. She helped 
to secure the new Carnegie building and 
has been particularly devoted to the local 
history collections in the library. She in- 
tends to devote some of her present leisure 
to local history work. 


Logansport. The house-to-house service 
of the library book wagon was discontinued 
Jan. 1st. Elimination of several services 
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was necessitated because of slashes in the 
tax levy made by the county council and 
the tax adjustment board. The public school 
service will be maintained, however. The 
Galveston branch library will operate half- 
time, but the Lake Cicott station is the only 
one in the county which will be open. 
Services at this station will be donated. 

The city library will be opened on week 
days except Saturday at 10 o’clock instead 
of 9, and will be closed at 6 p. m. instead 
of 9. On Saturdays the hours will be 10 
a.m. to 9 p. m. 


Martinsville. Miss Esther Stallman is 
teaching in the library school of George 
Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Michigan City. On November 4th Miss 
Betty Pike of the library staff was married 
at St. Stanislauw parsonage to Henry 
Spychalski, a draftsman of Michigan City. 


Noblesville. Miss Kathryn Cheesman has 
been married to Retus Orr. 


Oaklandon. James W. Cory, who likes to 
commit his thoughts in verse form has pub- 
lished for his friends a little book mark. 


A Remark by a Book-mark 


“Books 
Are jewel-cases 
Filled 
With gems so rare; 
Gathered 
Through the ages 
For 
Everyone to share. 


Treat 
Each one kindly, 
As 
You would a friend. 
Let 
Me mark the place 
Where 
Your studies end. 


Do not 
Fold the pages; 
Think 
What I have said. 
This 
Is why I’m here; 
Please, 
Use me instead.” 


Osgood. Miss Margaret Baylor was mar- 
ried September 15th to Louis J. Bobcock. 
Miss Margaret Spencer will succeed Mrs. 
Bobcock. 


Peru. The new addition to the library 
building to house the Miami County His- 
torical society museum was dedicated De- 
cember 11th. This is made possible by the 
bequest of Mrs. Caroline C. Puterbaugh 
who left $12,000 for the purpose. 

The building is a separate unit from the 
library and is erected in the shape of an 
L using the north wall of the library as 
the south wall of the structure. The main 
elevation on Huntington street is 40 feet 
wide, the north, 58 feet and the east, 28 feet. 
The west and north elevations are faced 
with the best grade of Bedford stone to 
match the library and has the same archi- 
tectural design and treatment. 

The front floor is three feet above the 
sidewalk level and has a floor space of 1600 
square feet. It has a 26 foot. wide balcony 
connected with the main floor and the sec- 
ond floor by ornamental iron stairways. 
The balcony floor space is 550 square feet. 
The second floor has the same square feet 
of space as the first fioor. Both floors are 
well lighted and ventilated. 

The interior finish is quartered sawed oak. 
The walls are terra cotta brick and outlets 
are provided for the lighting of show case 
exhibits. 

In compliance with the terms of the will, 
a bronze tablet is placed on the wall near 
the main entrance bearing the inscription: 

The Moses and Caroline C. Puterbaugh 

Memorial Room. 


The museum and library buildings are 
connected on the first floor by a janitor 








— 


ee ee ee 








LIBRARY OCCURRENT 33 


service door and on the second floor with the 
library auditorium. 

The present steam heating plant in the 
library has been serviced to heat the mu- 
seum and added storage for fuel has been 
provided under the rear section of the first 
floor. Mrs. Colby and her assistants will 
supervise the use of the museum. 


Richmond. A number of improvements 
have been made on the Morrison-Reeves 
library. The entire building has been re- 
wired, the old fire hose has been abandoned 
and hand extinguishers installed. Old gas 
fixtures have been removed and replaced 
by shadowless lights. Hours of opening 
have been increased, also for both refer- 
ence and circulating departments. 


Rushville. Miss Margaret Hager has 
taken up the work as librarian at the public 
library. Miss Jennie Madden remains as 
her assistant, though a vacancy has been 
created by the resignation of Miss Lena 
Buell as seednd assistant. 


Terre Haute. The 26th annual report of 
the public library released in October by 
Miss Florence Crawford shows that the 
total expense of the library this year has 
been $57,254.02, and the balance left -un- 
expended in the library fund is $15,763.89. 
Among other items of unusual interest re- 
garding the library, revealed in the report 
are: 

That the library now has a total of 
104,660 volumes; a total of 28,000 bor- 
rowers, of which 8,876 new ones were regis- 
tered during the year. 

That while the cost of maintenance of 
the library has increased only $16,554 dur- 
ing the last ten years the circulation has 
practically doubled, that of 1922 being 
400,227 and that of 1932, 799,768. 

That the branch libraries report a total 
of 383,727 persons came to their libraries 
to read newspapers, magazines and books 
(these besides the borrowers of books). 

That the circulation of juvenile non- 
fiction exceeded that of juvenile fiction, the 
non-fiction totaling 193,264 and that of fic- 
tion 173,141. 


That the rental collections and fines for 
books held beyond the time for which they 
were borrowed added a total of $1,605.18 to 
the library fund. 

In spite of so fine a record the county tax 
adjustment board reduced the tax levy of 
.075 set by the school board to .0248. The 
amount to be derived will be reduced from a 
possible 42,000 to less than $12,000. It has 
been decided to try to keep the Emeline 
Fairbanks Memorial library open and the 
three senior high school branches open dur- 
ing the school year only. All other branches 
and extension work will cease for the pres- 
ent. All librarians are put on a half time 
basis. Many protests have been made by 
parent teacher clubs and other organiza- 
tions. 


Vincennes. One phase of the Book Week 
observance at the public library was the 
use in the newspapers of statements from a 
number of local people of prominence. 
Several school leaders, club officials and 
others made notable statements which were 
used with good effect in publicity stories. 
It proved a good way to bring to general 
attention different aspects of library serv- 
ice. The Linton public library made use 
of the same method. 

Four new panels of the special historical 
frieze have been added to the stacks of the 
children’s room of the public library, the 
frieze having been designed and made by 
the art students under the direction of 
Miss Lucy Williamson, art teacher. 

These pictures complete the frieze that 
now goes completely around the two sides 
of the children’s room and which carries 
out a complete story of Clark’s achievement 
in the Northwest. Beautiful coloring and 
symbolism in the pictures make them of 
unusual value in the children’s portion of 
the library. 

The public library was made the gainer 
recently by the presentation of more than 
500 volumes from the private library of Dr. 
Andrew H. Thomas. Many valuable books 
are included in the collection, which num- 
bers volumes pertaining to the story of 
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Vincennes. The thoughtfulness of the 
donor, J. W. Keogh, of Sioux City, Iowa, is 
appreciated. 


Warsaw. Book Week was observed at the 
public library with a book illustration con- 
test and poetry contest. A play was also 
provided by school pupils at the library 
for the Mothers’ Club. Flo Rose Taylor, 
age 11, took first prize with the following: 


The Value of Books 
There was a girl of our home town 
Who was not very wise, 
She went into the library 
With dull, half opened eyes. 
But when she saw the rows of books, 
She clapped her hands in glee, 
And cried aloud in sheer delight 
For all those books were free! 


And when she read those Nature books 
And books of mystery, 

The books of pirates fierce and bold 
And books of history, 

Her mind grew stronger day by day, 
Her grades were better, too, 

The teachers marveled at the change 
That came o’er Betty Sue. 


West Lafayette. Miss Lena Krehbeil, 
reference assistant at the Purdue library, 
has resigned to become librarian at Bethel 
College, Newton, Kansas. 


Zionsville. The library has been moved 
from the corner room in the Metzger build- 
ing into the room formerly occupied by the 
Horton Shoe Shop. The move was made in 
order to cut down rent and the cost of fuel. 


TAXES IN TERMS OF SERVICE 


I have often thought that one of the 
reasons for the universal reluctance to pay 
taxes is that the average citizen does not 
have a clear conception of what his tax 
money buys. He pays his telephone, light, 
gas, and water bills each month without 
hesitation because he knows just what he 
has received in return; and yet the sum 
of these is probably more during the year 
than he pays in taxes on a first-class home. 


As an illustration, a home worth $10,000 
which for 1932 pays a total yearly tax of 
$150 in the city in which I live, would pay 
$12.50 per month, divided as follows: 





CMU ies chains cae enens Rreeeeer $0.63 
MOONE 255.5 sidan Sb cSladitccw seen 1.27 
BOROOIB '5'sib:0. 60:60 wiaidws datartee ater 6.00 
OO 55. i hepa ana ais home ere 4.60 

POURL thi cicwnistc sos aacee aa oe $12.50 


The $4.60 which goes to the city could 
be further divided as: 





PUDNC MOLONEY creccineecsvecsee cen $0.37 
BES POUCRUNN 5 6.4.405 wos goid's.s eae 66 
POHCE'PLOUMCUON .osccccvecssceseec 73 
Street MPH WME sc. sce ciccce cece 37 
Collecting and destroying garbage... .15 
Parks and band concerts............ .22 
Maintenance of streets, sewers, and 
SOWHES CISDONEL 6. cee Si cds cece sie 58 
Health and general expense......... .20 
DGG HOLVIOG ia ticte els ba Sicis:6 digi lala re 1.32 
WOU sic ciik scone dk oamie one icomens $4.60 


I believe that a fair minded student of 
these monthly charges would concede that 
they are not exorbitant. I do not believe 
that a single one of these services could 
be supplied by private initiative for so small 
a charge. And I very much doubt that 
the public which demands lessened taxes 
would be willing to give up any of the 
services enumerated. 

You no doubt noted that the cost for li- 
brary service is thirty-seven cents, or about 
the price of one magazine. I presume that 
that figure is fairly comparable to the cost 
in other cities for the support of the li- 
braries; and in the light of service rendered, 
it seems a small sum. 

By P. F. Hopkins, City Manager, 
Mason City, Iowa. 

In the Bulletin of the American Library 

Association. 


Library Cost is 1 Per Cent of Crime Bill 


Wiley B. Rutledge, Dean of Washington 
University Law School, says: “Libraries 
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undoubtedly are one of America’s best crime 
deterrents. The Missouri Crime Survey 
estimated a few years ago that losses sus- 
tained as the result of the operation of crim- 
inals amounted in Missouri to $85,000,000 
a year. This is in addition to the cost of 
police departments, criminal prosecution, 
and penal institutions which amounts to 
$9,000,000 a year in Missouri. The total 
for public libraries for the state is only 
slightly more than one million. So we are 
paying in Missouri approximately $100 for 


crime for every dollar spent for public li- 
braries.” 

According to an estimate, based on official 
statistics, 80 million hours are spent in 
Missouri yearly in reading library books. 


-“This,” says Dean Rutledge, “makes pro- 


vision for a lot of idle hours at a cost of 
about one cent an hour, suggesting the old 
adage that an ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure.” 
Missouri Library Association, 
News release. 


COLLECTING INDIANA PUBLICATIONS 


The Social Science Research Council in 
1930 launched a movement to designate in 
each state one or two libraries that would 
assume responsibility for collecting complete 
files of state and local government publi- 
cations and other related source material 
originating within the state, which would be 
of value in sdejal science research. Last 
spring, the Indiana State library was desig- 
nated as the document center for Indiana. 
Some other libraries in the state may be so 
designated in the future. This project, 
started by the Social Science Research 
Council, has now been taken over by the 
American Library Association, the work to 
be done by its Public Document committee. 
The chairman of this committee is Dr. A. F. 
Kuhlman of the University of Chicago 
Libraries. 

A letter has been received from Dr. Kuhl- 
man requesting Miss Esther U. McNitt to 
act as state chairman in developing in In- 
diana an active movement, first to enlist 
libraries and individuals in the preservation 
of these primary source materials, second 
to locate existing neglected source materi- 
als, third to set in motion machinery for 
their preservation in centers where they will 
be readily accessible to scholars, and fourth 
to diffuse information regarding available 
resources. 

The question naturally will arise as to 
what kinds of materials the Social Science 
Research Council has in mind. The follow- 
ing is an abbreviated list of what were 


suggested in Dr. Kuhlman’s communication: 

1. Official documents of the state includ- 
ing state archives. 

2. Publications of non-governmental 
state organizations, such as Chamber of 
Commerce, state welfare bodies, state bar 
and press associations, farm bureaus, re- 
ligious and fraternal organizations. 

3. Local, county and city official publi- 
cations and records. 

4 Annual reports and other publications 
of local non-governmental or semi-govern- 
mental agencies, civic and social organiza- 
tions. 

5. Newspapers. 

6. Records of colleges and universities, 
including catalogs, research reports, etc. 

7. Records of religious organizations— 
city, county and state—including letters and 
diaries of ministers. 

8. Records of the economic and financial 
resources and activities of a community. 
Annual reports of corporations, audits of 
banks and investment houses, and the rec- 
ords and old ledgers of important business 
firms and industries and farms. 

9. Biographical material, such as gen- 
ealogies, directories, photographs, papers 
and letters of personalities who have in- 
fluenced the history of the community. 

10. Local histories, maps and atlases. 

11. Transportation. 

This will give some idea as to what it 
will mean to carry out this movement for 
Indiana. As Dr. Kuhlman said, most of 
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this material is not copyrighted and so not 
handled by commercial publishers. Much 
of it is of a fugitive and an ephemeral char- 
acter. It is soon lost and forgotten. For 
these reasons those collecting it must be 
constantly on the lookout. 

The project seems enormous and very 
worth while. The State library has had 
for its aim a collection as complete as men- 
tioned above; but the work has never been 
done systematically because of lack of 
funds, and it cannot be done without volun- 
tary support out in the state. It is essen- 
tially a library proposition and is now, as 
mentioned before, directed by the American 
Library Association. It will mean a com- 
mittee to direct the work and the active co- 
operation of all the librarians in the state 
as well as hundreds of individuals connected 
with various organizations. The commit- 
tee may suggest that some of the larger 
libraries because of location and resources 
act as depositories for special fields or for 
material for special localities. If a library 
is willing to act in this capacity, it will 
mean collecting and cataloging such mate- 
rial so as to make it accessible for research 


purposes. It will also mean the co-operation 4 
of other libraries in the district in helping © 
to collect it. Some libraries already have © 


emphasized certain fields or localities in © 


choice of material and this movement may ~ 
mean for them more complete collections. | 

The request comes at a time when we are © 
discouraged and have very little money with © 
which to work. Yet right now all the — 
printed and manuscript material concerning — 
the present economic conditions should be ~ 
collected. A young woman working for the — 
Russell Sage Foundation spent days in the © 
State library last summer absorbing every 
scrap of information available on relief ~ 
work in the state in earlier periods of de- ~ 
pression—then often called panics. The © 
real social history of Indiana cannot be 
studied without access to all kinds of such 
materials. The project can be carried out 
for Indiana in a fairly successful manner, 
if the state committee can have general 
assistance. The names of the committee and 
more definite plans as formulated will be 
announced in the Occurrent, and support 
will be greatly appreciated. 

E. U. M. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
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